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Haon,
toria. .

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes, so I under-
stand. 1 wrote that letter as the result of
having seen the power scheme operating he-
tween Niagara Falls and Buffalo City, a dis-
tanee of a eouple of htindred miles; and now,
as I say, there is thiz other power scheme
of 450 miles, over which current is taken and
supplied for industrial purposes at one
farthing per unit. In that scheme the eur-
rent is generated by ceal, not water. In
many instances, this has been found to be the
cheaper form of generation, It seems to me
that even now, if we were to use the elack
coal at Collic and gemerate the current at a
high voltage, sueh as 60,000 volts, as they do
in Ameriea, and transmit it to the power
house here, where it could be transformed
down, we should have some chance of getting
cleetric eurrent at a reasonable price. Bul
while we continue to gen~cate our current
from coal carted over loug distances at high
ratea of carriage, we shall never get it at the
three farthings per unit which the Minister
gpeaks about.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, debate ad-
‘rurned.
-

1. Ewing:

House adjourned at 8,18 p.m.

Legislative HEssembly,

Tuecsday, 2nd November, 1920.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PRQJECT,
YORKRAKINE-NORTH BAANDEE.

Mr. PICKERING (for Mr. Harrison)
asked the Premier: 1, In view of his pro-
mise, given to the deputation from the York-
rakine-North Baandee Railway League which
waited upon him in August last, that, if the

They are doing it in Vie-
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report of the Railway Advisory Board was
favourable, he would at once proceed to have
the survey made, does he consider the report
favourable? 2, If so, will he fulfil the pro-
ntise given to the deputation that the survey
would be procecdad with?

The PREMIER replied:
E consider,
course,

1. The report is,
satisfactory. 2, Yes, in due

QUESTION—ABORIGINAL CORPSL,
RAILWAY "'"RANSPORT.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Colonial Seere:
tary: 1, Has his attention been drawn to the
following paragraph which appeared in the
' Geraldton Kxpress'” of the 22nd October:
““QOur Yalgoo correspondent reperts a free
and easy but extremely disgusting metbod
adopted by the authorities in conveying =
corpse by train. At Wiluna, as related else-
where, a drover has heen arrested on a charge
of murdering a blackfellow, and the latter’s
remains had to be brought to Perth. The
course followe:d was to place the body in the
lavatory of the compartment in which the
constable and the aboriginal witnesses tra-
velled. As the deceased native had been dead
about two months, one can imagine what the
effect would be. One would have thought
that an air-tight coffin would have been pro-
vided and a truck uwsed. Tsn’t it a mockery
to have a Health Department and an army of
sanitary inspectors when the Government of
the day send a decomposed corpse over six
hundred miles in a railway carriage with pas-
sengers?’? 2, If the faets are as stated,
will he issue instructions to prevent a recur-
rence of a similar deplorable incident?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY roplied:
1, The paragraph in question had not come to
the notice of the Homn. Minister for Publie
Health, 2, The facts of the case are suh-
stantially ns stated in the paragraph in ques-
tion, exeept that the remains were much
dried up and consisted of hones and skin.
No nunisance appears to have been caused,
hut the course followed in transmitiing these
remains wag not & proper one. and justruc-
tions have been issued which will prevent a
repetition.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES ASSIST-

ANCE BOARD,

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: Do
the operations of the Indnstries Assistance
Roard extend to the South-West and Grmt
Sonthern districts of the State.

The PREMIER replied: To the South-

West, no. To the Great Southern Railway
distriets, yes.

QUESTION—OTFFAL SUPPLIES,
PRICES.

Mr. JONES (for Mr. Green) asked the
Premier: 1, Is it a faet that the Prices
Regulation Commission has recently fixed the
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price of imported offal at £13 f.or Fre-
mantle, and have also fized the price to be
charged for local offal at £11 per ton? 2, Is
he aware that in defiance of this proclama-
tion local offal has been charged for on a
basis of £13 per ton by certain local traders?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, No.
Officers of the Commission are keeping a
close watch.

QUESTION—KALGOORLIE HOSPITAL,
SMPLOYEES’ WAGES,

Mr, JONES (for Mr. Green) asked the
Premier: 1, Is he aware that a schedule for
increased wages, to meet the increased eost
of living, wns forwarded by the hospital em-
ployees at Kalgoorlic to the Medical and
Health Department abont a month ago? 2,
Is he further aware that vp to date a de-
eision had not been received by the em-
ployees from the Government on the matter$
3, In order to remove the present dissatis-
faction of the employees, will he have the
matter dealt with at the earliest possible
moment?

The PREMIER replied: 1, A joint request
for an increase of wages, signed by the do-
mestic and orderly staff of the Kalgoorlie
Hospital, was received. 2, No decision has
yet heen arrived at. 3, The matter is now
bein® dealt with, as one of urgency, by Mr.
Trethowan, who is acting for Mr. Munt (As-
gistant Public Service Commissioner) and a
decision i3 expected very shortly.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. O'Loghlen, leave of ab-
gence for two weeks granted to Mr. Holman
{Murchison) on the pgronnd of ill-health,
and to Mr, Wilson (Collie) on the ground of
urgent private business.

BILL—MEEKATHARRA-HORSE-
SHOE RAILWAY.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

BILL—GUARDIANSHIP OF INFANTS,

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Conneil,

BILT—RAILWAYS CLASSIFICATION
BOARD.
Second Reading.

Order of the day read for the resumption
from ©°8th Oetober of the debate on the
second reading.

Mr. WILLCOCE (Geraldton) [4.40]: I
do not know whether we shounld disenss this
Bill at the present juncture. T understand
that some negotiations are going on at the
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present moment between the Minister and
the officials of the W.A. Railway Officera’
Union as to what the Bill contains and what
some of its provisions amount to.

The Premier: I cannot help that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member can
make o speech on the second reading of the
Bill if he likes.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am prepared to go
on.
The Premier: I have no objection to post-
poning the debate.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
not forfeit his right to apeak.

The Premier: There is no urgency about
this matter and I move—

That consideration of this Order of the
Day be postponed, together with Orders of
the Day Nos. 3 and 4

Motion put and passed.

ANNTUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 27th October; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair,

Colenial Treasurer's Hon.
J. Mitechell, Minister.

Vote—Treasnry, £10,650.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.54]: In dealing with these Eati-
mates we are not aliowed to diseuss items
which have been expended without the vote
of Parliament. I wish to point out that last
weck the FPremier faithfully promised that
he would place on the Table of the House
the report of the Royal Commission dealing
with the nationalist workers, That report so
far has not been placed on the Table,

The Premier: Well, I have it here. I
showed it to your leader.

My, O’Loghlen: Put it on the Table; it
will save a lot of trouble.

The Premier: You can see it

Ton. W, C. ANGWIN: In my opinion the
reports of all Royal Commissions, together
with the minutes of cvidence, sghould be
placed on the Table, for the information not
only of Parliament but of the general pub-
lie.

The Premier: ¥You can have if,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Everything mieht
be satisfactory, but it appears to me that
when a Royal Comnission’s report is pre-
gented to the Governor and by him to the
Ministry and when the Ministry de not
show any inclination to place the report on
the Table

The Premier: Yes. it is here

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I say that when
the Ministry do not show any inclination to
lny the report on the Table for the informa-
tion of members and of the public, we are
liable to draw the conclusion that every-
thing is not satisfactory. Two commissions
have sat and the report of neither has bheen
placed on the Table. XNo member has seen

Department ;




1356

what took place with regard to the Andin-
ach inquiry, although the Royal Commission
was ordered by vote of the House. No mem-
ber has had an opportunity to peruse the re-
port or evidence submitted in that case.
Since then the Royal Commission on nation-
alist workers has taken a good deal of evi-
dence and statements were made, many of
which were untrue; but no member has had
an opportunity to pernse the repert or the
evidence. 1f members had had this oppor-
tunity probably they would have been in a
position to point out errors which appear in
the evidence. Members must proteet their
own positions to some extent. Certain
statements were made in this Chamber rve-
gurding the nationalist workers, and if evi-
dence given before the Royal Commission
shows that members made statements which
were wrong, such members should have an
opportunity to enlighten the House on the
position, so that the House could decide
whether the statements made in evidence
before the commission were correct or other-
wise. The report, however, has been kept
from us, and no member has had an oppor-
tunity to refute any of the statements made
before the commission. The Estimates of
the Colonial Treasurer’s Department do not
involve large expenditure in the way of ad-
ministration, because some of the work of
this department has been transferred to the
Premier’s Department. This might be an
advantage, but I do not consider it an ad-
vantage to crcate another department at the
present juncture. I was pleased to hear the
Premier state by way of inferjection that he
was willing to lay the report of the com-
mission, asked for by the leader of the
Opposition, on the Table of the House. I
am certain that statements whieh I made
were quite eorreet, bnt I should like to know
whether they have been contradicted by the
evidence. It is only fair, after the State
has been put te a large expenditure to eon-
duct this inquiry regarding the nationalist
workers, that memhbers should have an op-
portunity to judge whether that expendi-
ture was justified.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN (Forrest) [4.50]: This
is not the most satisfactory method of doing
buginess, We are asked fo discuss Esti-
mates which provide for the expenditure of
a sum of money, and we bave not before us
information to which we are entitled re-
garding one of the items. Since the scssion
eommeneced applications have been made on
two occasions for the report of this Royal
Commission. The FPremier promised that
the report wounld he made available; that
was many wecks ago, Later on, in the ab-
sence of the Premier, the acting Premier
promised that the report would be made
available on the following day. That pro-
mise was accepted by the House as being
correct, hot we find that though the report
was brought to the House, it was merely
shown to the leader of the Opposition. Tt
_ was not laid on the Table. The leader of
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the Opposition asked for the report in order
that members might be able to see it, and
there sheuld be no question of special privi-
lege in a matter of this kind. The Royal
Commission was a public tribunal which
conducted this investigation at big expense
to the State. The legatl firm representing
the Govermment secured about £330 in legal
fees, which is nothing short of scandalous
for the services rendered and the good that
resulted, I realise that, as the inquiry de-
veloped, the Government were justified in
getting o ropresentative to wateh the in-
terests of the State, If they had not done
80 judging by the way the evidence opened,
the State would have been muleted in
scores of thousands of pounds for compen-
sation. T had no idea that the Commission
would be strung out to the extent that this
legal firm alone collected gver £300 for re-
presenting the Government. After all, I
believe that the gentleman appointed as the
Royal Commissioner, when he received his
hrief, did not receive definite inatructions
from the QGovernment, because he opened
the inquiry with the deliberate intention of
awarding compensation, without inquiring
whether the Government wera liable,

The Premier: He had his commission,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: He should have re-
ceived instructions from the Government.
The report might indicate how the commis-
gion was framed. At any rate, we have a
right to see it. Now, however, we are being
asked to pass Estimates embracing an item
dealing with the nationalist workers when
we have not had an opportunity to peruse
the report. It is six weeks since the leader
of the Opposition asked that the report be
laid on the Table and was promised that
it would be fortheoming., Tt iz three weeks
since he asked the Acting Premier for the
report and again received a promise that it
would he made availahle, It is three days
since the leader of the Opposition was shown
the report, evidently for his own private in-
formation and not for the information of
tho House.

The Premicr: Yes, it was,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: They why was not it
laid on the Table? Why does not the Pre-
mier carry out the promise which he himself
and the Acting Premier gave to the leader
of the Opposition? This report has not yet
been Iaid on the Table. We are asked to
pass this item without having had an op-
pertunity to discuss it. I object to methods
of this kind. Will the Premier
frankly and candidly that there is some-
thing in the report which should not be made
publie?

The Premier: No; it has been made pub-

lie.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Then why is this the
only eommission whose report, though fur-
nished 12 months age, has not been pre-
sented to Parliament?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Ardinach Com-
mission is similar.

tell us -
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Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But the Andinach
case never aroused such public interest as
did "the Royal Cominission on nationalist
workers. Both cases involved the expendi-
ture of public money. To-day we are asked
to passg these Estimates without having any-
thing to guide us as to the way in which
the money has been cxpended. The Pre-
mier, unconsciously perhaps, has not played
fairly with the House. It was his duty to
lay the report on the Table of the House,
instead of giving it to the leader-of the
Opyposition. T elaim that the leader of the
Opposition alone was not entitled to see the
report. When he asked for the report, he
asked for it in the interests of the whole
of the members of the House. He de-
sired that it should be laid on the
Table, It is public property, and
tht Press have a right to give publicity
to the eommissioner’s finding. They have a
right to tell the taxpayers how the monecy
was expended, and exactly what the outcome
and the findings of the Royal Commission
were. When a Royal Commission is appointed
surely it is of sufficient importance to war-
rant members and taxpayers acking for this
information. The Premier has taken an un-
fair advantage. We have not the report he-
fore us. We have not had a chance to study
it. Consequently ! fecl reluctant to assist in
the passing of these items until we have had
an opportunity to peruse the report and the
evidence, There are other items in the Esti-
mates to whieh T wish to direet attention
Inter on, but I want the Premier to explain
why he was reluctant in the first place to
tay the report on the Table, and above all
thinga why it was not prerented after it
had heen twice promised?

The Premier: When was it promised?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1 can dig up the dates
in ‘“Hansard.’’ The leader of the Opposi-
tion asked for the report on the day after
the House met, and the Premicr promised
that he would lay it on the Talle. Many
weeks went by and the report was not pre-
sented. In the absence of the Premier the
Arting Premier was asked to make the re-
port available, and only threc or four days
ugo, the report was handed to the leader of
the Opposition for his private information,

The Premier: _No.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: Tt was not laid on
the Table as requested and as promised. It
is not yet on the Table. We have no right
to peruse it until it is laid on the Table.
The Premier says he will give us an oppor-
tonity to peruse it. That will be after his
Estimates have been passed, and any com:
ment which we might (desire to make will
then bhe futile, I hope the Premier will ex-
plain the reasons for his action. It might not
be hiz fanlt; it might be due to officers of
hia department.

The Premier: No, it is not.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tf it is the Premier’s
fault, he should he censured for such action.

The Premier: T shall lay it on the Table
now.
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Mr, O'LOGHLEXN : But does not the Pre-
mier realise the unfairness of the position?
We are atked to pass these Estimates, and
we have had no opportunity to sec the re-
port which the Premier has in his posses-

sion, We ¢hall have no time to peruse it
even if he lays it on the Table now,
The Premier: On which item?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1 am not discussing
items. I have very little fault to find with
thc general Estimates. The Premier ap-
parently desires to get his Estimates passed
before making the report available. Wit
the Premier tell us what actuated him in
appointing the Royal Commission, what in-
structions he gave to the Commissioner,
whether it was intended that the Government
tlhiould be muleted in wholesale compensation
elaims, and whether the methods adopted by
the Commission were the right ones in calling
such an army of witnesses and paying them
fees to corrohorate one another¥ Tt was
nothing but an avalanche of unanimity;
abont 100 witnesses were called to state what
three could have said, The Government, to
protect themselves, appointed a legal gentle-
man, who promptly put in his bill for over
£300. 1 want to know whether the Govern-
ment are satisfied with the results of the
Commission, whereby £17,000 was paid away.
The report might indicate much which would
have saved discussion if the Premier had
only carried out the promise given by him-
self and by the Acting Premier. The Gov-
ernment, however, have held this information
back in order to first get the FEstimates
through, and then they will not mind us see-
ing the repoert. Last week when we were
digcugsing the London Agency the Premier
told wus that it had not been decided that
the Agent General should come te Western
Australia to brush up his knowledge of
local affairs, but immediately after the items
were passed, the announcement was made
that the Agent General was about to visit
Western Australin. The Premier did not
show that candour which he might have done.

The Premier: T did not have the infor-
mation at that time.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: All T can say is that
the Premier jolly soom got the informationm,
for it was announced in Friday moming’s
paper. This is not the proper way to deal
with the Committee, and I await with a de-
gree of interest an explanation by the Pre-
mier as to the rcason why the report of this
Royal Commission was not presented as pro-
mised.

The PREMIER and TREASURER (Hon.
J, Mitehell—Northam) [5.17: T do not know
that the presentation of the report of the
Royal Commission on the nationalist work-
ers wonld do very wmuech good. Hon.
wembers have disenssed what led up to the
appointment of that Commission, The Com-
mission was appointed, and it was necessary
that the Commission should he appointed.
Everyone knows what these men suffered.



1358

Mr. .Jones: Everyholy knows what they
made the other men suffer.

The PREMIER: The inquiry showed what
these men suffered. I do not propose to dis-
cuss the report at all, I have it here, and
am quite willing to let hon. members have
it, as is their right. Of course, the namount
paid under it was paid last ycar.

Mr. O'Loghleu: There iz some to be paid
this year. Why &id we not get the report
when you promised to give it to us?

The T'REMIER: There is no reason ut
all. [ promised some time ago that the re-
port would be laid on the Table of the House,
but I Qid not promise the other day that it
woukl be laid on the Table.

Hon. T. Walker: Will you lay it on the
Table now?

The PREMIER: Yes, | will now lay it
formally on the Table,

Mr. Jones:

Will you postpone the item
concerned 7
The PREMTER: The member for Fre-

mantle {Mr. Jones} knows full well all that
happened. [ d¢ not know what good the
laying of the report on the Table, or its
disenssion, will do, since the money has heen
paid to the men in question as the result of
tha report.

Mr., FOLEY (Leonora) [5.3): In the gen-
eral diseussion on this vote 1 desire to refer
to an item considered on last year’s Esti-
mates, nanely, a compassionate allowance to
the widow of the late Chief Messenger of the
Legislative Assembly, Mr, D. J. Troy. The
member for Mt. Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor)
then drew the attention of the Committee to
the matter, and the leader of the Opposition,
the member for Fast Perth (Mr. Hardwick),
and other hon, members spoke on it It took
little consideration to persnade the Govern-
ment that something needed to be done for
the widow and orphans of the late Chief
Messenger. In replying to the various state-
ments the Premier said he thought some-
thing should be done, and that it was his in-
tention to do something. ‘The hon. gentle-
man plaved an amount of £150 on the Isti-
mates, and that sum was paid to Mrs. Troy.
He alse said he realised that €150 was very
little, and that the late Mr. Troy did ex-
ceedingly good work while earning only a
small salary, which, seeing that he had a
wife and threc young echildren, dil not en-
able him to save much. The Premier also
stated that the position was diffienlt, inas-
mueh as we could not treat the widow and
children of the late Mr, Troy differently
from the relatives of an ordary officer.
Finally the Premier said that if hon. mem-
bers liked to make any representations, he
would eonsider their wishes in the matter.
The Premier’s statement showed that he was
willing to o something if members so
desired. Woe all realise that we had a valn-
able officer in Mr. Troy. When the allotment
was made to the widow, things were not se
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bad as they are naow, \rs. Tray has been
placed at a seriens disadvantage merely be-
cause her latc husband was not an officer
under the Public Serviec Act, in which ease
the would have received o congiderable sum
as a right. Every member knowing the case,
and knowing the widow’s circumstances, will
support a request to the Premier to carry
out his promise to yive the matter further
consideration.

AMr, PICKERING  (Sussex) [95.8]: It
scems to me quite impossible to discuss such
matters as the Government Savings Bank and
the Workers' TFlomes Toaard intelligently
without having before us the reporfs of those
institutions. We know the eompetition be-
tween onr State Savings Bank and the Com-
menwealth Savings Bank, and it would have
been  interesting to members to learn the
exaet result of that competition—swhether
vur hank is lesing or gaining clients, and so
on. We know there are great possibilities of
uscfolness in the Workers’ Homes Board,
usefulness to the general public of Western
Australia. Tt has come to my knowledge
mdireetly—and T am very glad of the know-
ledge—that the hoard propose to extend
their operations to the country distriets as
far as possible,

ifon. W, C, Angwin: That was always the
intention as regards workers’ homes.

Mr. PICKERING: But it is an intention
which has not been carried into effect, at all
events as regards my eclectorate, I believe
a considerable amount of eapital is coming
back to the beard and is lying idle instead
of carning nterest by being utilised in the
ercction of homes. T therefore trust the
Premier will continue the paliey of extending
the operations of the board to the eountry
districts. T am under the impression that the
gecretary to the Workers™ Homes Board does
not receive an adequate remuneration for
his serviees, The position is one of much
responsibility and ealls for great Dbusiness
acumen; and vertainly the present holder of
the offiee has fully demonstrated his fitness
for the position, so wuch so that efforts have
been made to induec him to leave the publie
service for private employ,

Ay, Smith: The board have made a very
handsome profit.

Mr, TTCKERING: That is so, and the
ahility of the seerctary should be recognised.
T helieve he is paid less than £350 a vear,
an utterly inadequate salary in view of the
responsibilitios of the position. [ trust the
Premier will give the Committee some infor-
mation as to his intentions in this respeet.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [3.12]: T
ain rather disappointed that the Premier has
not chasen to give usa more information on
the Trensury vote; fhat he has chosen to in-
troduee the vote in silence.

The Premicr: T infrodured the Estimates
generally.
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ltoh. T. WALKER: The Premier has said
that the Royal Commission on the Nationalist
Workers made vertain recommendations.

The Premier: There is no item on these
Fstinates referring to that Royal Commis-
sion,

Hon., T. WALKER: That is the reason
why the matter has been brought aup by the
deputy leader of the Opposition.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Speaking on the Es-
timates gencrally, we can liscuss any expen-
diture jncurred by the Govermnent.

The Minister for Mines: The item will he
in the excess Bill, and can be discussed there.

Ifon. T. WALKER: Notwithstanding more
than one promise that the Royal Commission’s
report should be laid on the Table of the
House—--

The I'remicr: 1t is here now.

Mr. O'Loghlen: [Tt was promised eight
weeks ago.

The Premier: You have it now,

ITon. T. WALKER: T can quite nnder-
stand the Government wishing to forget all
that is conneeted with the employment of the
nationalist workers. and the trouble that en-
snell;  but it is well for the Committee to
know exactly what did oeeur. In fact, it is
the Committee’s duty to find out, I ean
understand the Government trying to forget
all about that Royal Commission; but I
cannot understand the Premier trying to for-
get his promises.

The Premier: 1 did not try to forget them.

on. T. WALKER: Then the hon. gen-
tleman has forgotten without trying.  The
roport in question is a valuahle document in
point of public intcrest.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt was promised on the
10th August.

Hon. T. WALKER: There has been no-
thing of greater importance in the industrial
world since we have had pesponsible govern-
ment, than the report of this Royal Com-
misgion. We shouldl have the report before
us at the earliest possible moment go that we
may be able intelligently to diseuss the vote.

The Premier: The report is new on the
Table of the Tonse,

Hon, T. WALKER: Mention has also heen
wade of the Savings Bank. would like the
Premier to give the Committee some informa-
tion as to what is going on in regard to the
conference and what has heen done to safe-
pnard the interests of the State.

The CMTATRMAXN: There is nothing in
this vote which deals with the question of
the NWationalist workers and therefore T must
ask hon. members to refrain from discussing
that matter further.

Vote put anid passed.
Vote—Audit, £10,848:

Mon. W. . ANGWIN: When will
Awnditor (eneral's report he arvailable?

The PREMIER: I have had an explana-
tion from the Anditor General in regard to
the delay that has taken place. Of course
hon, members know that the strike has bad
considerable effect in retarding the comple-

the
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tion of the report and the strike also delayed
the cumpletion of auwdits that were in hand.
It i hoped to have the report ready in the
very near future.

" Vote put and passed.
Vote—Compassionate Allowances, £600:

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: [ would like the Pre-
mier to make a statement in regard to, what
lic is prepared to do by way of making pro-
vision for the widew of the late Mr. Troy.
Last year Mrs. Troy reecived £150. Tt has
been pointed ont that had her late husband
heen an officer under the Publie Service Act
the widow wonld have reccived a greater sum
that that which was given to her. The late
Mr. Troy was a servang of this House for a
considerable period and it i3 not necessary
for me to shower any eunlogies on his ad-
ministration during the period he was em-
Hoyed  here. Members unanimounsly agree
that he was an excellent officer, hut owing
to the fact that he was on a comparatively
small salary, we hope to enlist the sympathy
of the Premier, The sum voted for the
widow last year was inadequate. The
Speaker put up a proposition that a smaller
sain - might he voted annually until the
youngest c¢hild had reached un age at which
it would be able to earn its own livelihood.
That suggestion, however, was uot adopted.
I hope the Premier will take up the matter
scrionsly beeause T assure him T could get
every member in this Chamber to sign a
ronnd robin in favour of further assistance
heing granted to the widow and children.

Mr. Thomson: And you wonid get every
member ’s signature,

Mr. OLOGHLEN: The widow has been
to thia Dbuilling seeking employment as

“leancr during the past couple of months.
That shows how desperate her case must be.
I regret that the House Committee were not
able to do anything for her. Tt would liave
weant putting someone out of employment
in order to find a position for her. The
Premier should do something to earry the
wilow awd her voung family over for at
Jeast another year. Tf the suggestion made
by the Speaker last year had been adopted,
it would have heen better. Members last
vear had nme idea that the grant was going
to terminate this year. T[f the Premier is
reluctant to aceede to the request which has
heen made, T can in less than half an hour
gecure the signature of every memher here
to support the proposal for continued assist-
ance to Mrs. Troy. T hope, however, it will
nat he necesenry to do that.

Mr., HARDWICK: The trend of the de-
Late on this matter last year was that some-
thing should again he provided thiz year for
the willow and children of the late Mr. Troy.
The Premier certainly did say that the case
would again be considered when the next
Fatimates were being framed. The ease is a
very deserving one.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: T would not have
taken part in the disecussion hut for the fact
that my name was mentioned. T still hold
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the view that 1 held last session, that it was
unwise to place a lump sum en the Estimates
and allow the matter to end there. T tried
to persuade the Treasurer and the Committee
that a smaller sum should be placed on last
year's Estimates and that the amount should
be a recurring one uutil the youngest child
was able to help itself. The case is as has
been stated by the member for Forrest. Mrs.
Troy is now leooking for employment and she
offered her services here as a cleaner, If
Mrs. Troy had not been the wife of an officer
of this House, and she had found herself in
straitened circumstances, she would have ap-
praled to the Charities Department and ob-
tained 8s. a weck for each of her children
and 8s. for herself, 325 in all. If we now
provided £75 annually for a peried of years,
it would only be what she would be entitled
to receive. I remember the Premier stating
last year that if the item went through he
would do something again next year. Un-
fortunately, nothing appears on the enrrent
Estimates. The late Mr. Troy was employed
here for 16 years and he did very good work.
He received only a small salary but he
showed what he was able to do with it by
providing a homne for his family. | hope the
PPremier will make some provigion by which
the widow and children will be removed from
poverty.

The PREMIER: The Speaker did sug-
gest last year that we should provide £75
per annum for several years. It is certainly
impessible to treat this widow any mere lib-
erally than we have treated the widows of
other members of the ecivil service. Mrs.
Troy has had £1530 and that amount ought to
have been sufficient for two years. It is
quite impossible for me to ask the House to
pay £150 annually. After ali, the officers of
Parliament are in much the same position as
any other ofticers in the serviee of the coun-
try. At all events, I think the officers here
ought to he treated as public servants in
every respect. Why should they not bhe? If
there are advantages in being treated as
public servants why should they not have
them, while if there are disadvantages, why
should they not suffer them? MHowever, what

T understood was that hon. members wished.

that Mrs, Troy should get £75 per annum
instead of a lump sum of £150. 1f, after
having had £150, she is in trouble, I do not
know what can be done.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Put on £75 for next
Year. )

The PREMTER: That might be done. I
thought this £150 would at least cover two
years.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did you intend then to
follow it np with another £757

The PREMIER: I intended, if the Com-
mittee wished, to submit another £75 next
year.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Put £75 on the Estimates
now. Next yvear things may be different.

The PREMIER: I am afraid the Chair-
man wounld not allow me.

The CHAIRMAN: Xo.

[ ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: However, that was in
my mind, and in the mind of the Speaker
alse. T think every member of the Commit-
toe agreed to the sugpestion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Will you agree to make
£75 available?

The PREMIER: 1 do not think we should
pay £150 in a lump sum and £75 per annum
over an imdefinite period.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Things may be better
with ler next year.

The PREMIER: If the Committee wish
it, and if the proper officer of the House will
make the suggestion, it can be consideredl.

Hon. G. Taylor: T will make the sugges-

tion.
The PREMIER: DPersonally 1 think the
late Mr. Troy was distinetly underpaid

while in the service of the ouse. Altogether
it would be much better for the officers of
the llouse if they were brought under the
IPublic Service Act.

Mr, HARRISOXN: Tn my opinion, the late
oficer having been an officer of this Cham-
ber, and having served faithfully during the
very long time he was here, it is the duty of
the Committee and of the Colonial Treasurer
to provide a further amount on these Fsti-
mates for the officer’s widow and children,

The CHAIRMAN: It cannot he done,

Mr. HARRISOX: Perhaps not on these
Estimates. Still, we could not have a more
deserving case, I trust sometling will be
done to assist the lady.

Mr. FOLEY: I feel confident the Pre-
mier will make available to Mrs, Troy £75
per annum over a cfrtain number of years,
Lf this is done it will assist the lady materi-
ally. In my view, rather than provide pen-
sions or rctiring allowances, we should pay a
sufficient wage to the oflicers of the House,
so that they might be able to save something
out of it., The late Mr. Troy’s wages did
uot allow him to do any more than Ekeep
going. The great bulk of the momey since
paid to Mrs. Troy went in liquidation of
debts contracted during the late Mr. Troy’s
illness, Howcver, the. Premier has now sig-
nified bhis intention of providing £75 per
annum to the widow, and I am confident that
he will fulfil hig promise.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: This opens up the
old question of establishing an insurance or
benefit fund, as is done by the police. Just
hefore war broke out, it was proposed to pro-
vide a superannuation fuead for all Govern-
ment servanta. If that had been <one, this
question would net have been before us to-
day. 1 remind the Premier that we have a
number of ol ex-employees who were in the
service of the State in days when galaries
were very low, and whose pensions have
been pased on a wage of Gs. or 7s. per day,
with the result that they are getting from
the State very little more than they would
get by way of old age peasion, which they
cannot get, because they are in receipt of
this allowance, Several of these people, after
40 or 50 years in the service of the State,
in consequence of the greatly increased cost
of everything are now on the verge of desti-
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tution. The State should, if possible, improve
stheir condition.
The Premier,
rases,
Hon, W. €, ANGWIN:
bhut net all.

‘We have inquired into thosc

Some of them,

Ttem, Cant, William, member of Austin
Exploration Expedition, 1854, at 10s. per
week, £26:

Mr, WILLCOCK: This man was a valu-
able member of the expedition of 1834, and
the Government of the day recogmnised his
services with a pension of £26, o pension
hased on the cost of commodities at that
time.

The Premier: It was net given him as
somthing to live upon.

Mr. WILLCOCK: XNo, it was given as a
reward, but in view of the exceedingly high

. cost of commodities it is of very little use
to him to.day. Hc iz about 102 years of age
and cannot for much longer claim his pen-
sion. He is practieally an invalid, and al-
though he gets his old age pension T think
the Government should allow him a little
more under this item,

The Premier: There are thousands not
getting anything.
Mr. WILLCOCK: But in the cireom-

stances in which he was granted this pen-
goin surely he is deserving of a little more,
since the price of all comodities has so
greatly inereased. The late Lord Forrest
was given a pension for similar serviees,
the difference being that Lord Forrest had
the leadership of the expedition, while this
man was merely ome of the rank and file.
Considering that the purchasing power of
money to-day is less than half that it was
a few years ago, T think this item shonld he
inereased.

Vote put and passed.

Vote~—Government Bavings Bank:

The CHATRMAN: T must anter my em-
phatic protest agninst this vote. Owing to
the manner in which it is placed hefore the
Committee members cannot move to reduce
any item in it. T have nn desire to burke

the genorval discussion on the vote, but T
cannot wnder any consideration accept a
motion to veduce any of the items. Tt is

for the Committee to say whether they ap-
prove of the method adopted of putting this
vote hefore members for disenssion.

Mr, Smith: ('an we not ask for infor-
mation on any of the items?

The CHATRMAN: There is no amount
set down on this vote, and members cannot,
therefore, move to reduee any of them.

Mr, FOLEY: T realise, as you do, Mr.
Chairman, that no motion for a reduction
on any of these items can properly he be-
fore the Committee, and I also take it that
any call for a division will alse he ont of
order, Beecause of the way that this vote
is put hefore us, T am of opinion that we
have no right to discuss this division as =n
whole.
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The CHAIRMAX, T intend to allow Min-
isters to answer any questions that may be
asked on this vote, but I cannot accept a
motion for a reduction on any item.

Hon. W, (", ANGWIN: Ts this not a vote
for £28,1867

The CIIAIRMAN: XNo, it is a rebate to
profit and loss account,

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: Are we not sup-
posed to take notice of the foot notes that
appear on the FEstimates? This is cntirely
different from the votes for other depart-
ments that we have dealt with. The vote
is one for £28,19G, and the foot note wnerely
gives information to the effect that the Sav-
ings Bank will meet the expenditure.

The CHATRMAN: The hon, member will
sce on page 39 that there is no amount set
down against the words *‘{Government Sav-
ings Bank.’' - This vote is not placed before
the Comnittee in proper form, or in the
form in 'which votes for other departments
are placed before members,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It has bcen stated
here before that foot notes are only for the
information of hon. members, and that they
are not a part of “the Estimates.

Mr. Smith: Move that they be sent back
and brouht up in proper form,

The PREMIER: The total expenditure
involved under this vote is £28,196,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We should have the
revenue stated.

The PREMIER: We are asking the Com-
mittee to authorise this expenditure. These
Estimates are put together in the same way
as the Estimatea for other departments are.
Your ohjection, Sir, is that no total is ffiven
on the first page.

Hon. W. . ANGWIX; Has anything
heen done with regard to the Commonwealth
Savings Bank? What is the position of the
State Sevings Bank -in relation to the Com-
monwealth institution?  Will the Common-
wealth Savings Bank take over the State
banks, or will the position be reversed? [
prefer that the State should take over the
Commonwealth Savings Bank, which is en-
croaching on the State institution, The
capital of the Commonwealth Savings Rank
is inerensing considerably, ns are also the
deposits.  We must {do something in the
matter, The revenuc received by the State
Savings Bank will be greatly decreased this
year. We must wateh carefully to see that
the Commonwealth do not encroach too much
on the State in this matter. Tf they continue
to cneroach in the way they are doing it
might be of advantage to the State to enter
inte  nepotiations with them, and secure
some such henefit as has heen secured in ome
or two of the other States.

The PREMIER: Owing to the opera-
tiong of the Commonwealth Savings Bank,
a difficult position has arisen in this State.
My opinion is that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should never have opened their banks at
all in opposition to ours. The competition they
have bhrought about has been unfair to the
State. Tt is not right that the Common-
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wealth should have landed us in this position.
I think we should pay a reasonable rate of
interest on small savings up te, say,
£300, but leyond that our citizens should
have sufficient cnterprise to invest their
own moncy.

Ilen. T. Walker: Is it not of great advan-
tage to the State to have this oney for the
purposes of development? .

The PREMIER: Yes, and it has lecn
cheap money at times, but not always. We
have to keep a large sum in reserve, and as
things are the money is not ns cheap as it
seems to be. I doubt if it is a wise pro-
cedure to pay more than 334 per ecent, on
large sums of money. 1 do not know if we
can adopt the prineiple followed in South
Australin and Victoria, where in the case of
South Australia a higher rate up to £350
is paid, and in Vietoria up to £1,500, hut
wu are going into the matter of inercasing
the rate of interest with a view to seeing if
we cannot more suecessfully compete with
the (lommonwealth Savings Bank, If we
can se¢ onr way to do that ne doubt we shall
get hold of a good many morc depositors.
The money deposited in the State Savings
Bank is used within the State, but that is
aot wholly so in the case of the woney de-
posited in the Commonwealth Savings Bank,
The last time I looked up the figures I
noticed that a very large sum of the money
uctually invested in the Commonwealth Sav-
ings Bank in Western Australia was sent out
of - the State. 1 eannot understand why the
workers of Western Australin do not place
their money in the State Savings Bank, be.
caust it is to their advantage, as citizens, to
de so. There is no doubt that the Camuon-
wealth is in eompetition with us, for they
have a Savings Bank in every town in the
State in opposition to us.

Alr. O’Loghlen: Tt is A reflection on us.

The PREMTER: Yes. Tt is nonsense that
this should be the position.

Hon. T. Walker: Have you cntered any
protest apgainst the new Bank Bill brought
forward by the Tederal Government? You
may yet want to enlarge the seope of the
State Savings Bank.

The PREMTER: Every hon. member knows
the position just as we do. I do not see 2
way out of the diffienity jnst yet cxeept at
eonsiderable loss of business,

Mr. PICKERING: The great disability
under which the State Savings Bank labours
is largely due to the taking over by the Ted-
eral Government of the Post Offices. It will
he intaresting to know whether the business
resulting from the introduction of definite
hranches of the State Savings Bank in vari-
ous towns has been beneficial or not. Tn many
country towns the Dhusiness is transacted by
assoedated banks and in some cases hy stores,

The Premier: You must bear in mind that
the post offices are the natural places for
the people to go to,

Mr. PICKERIXG: Tt was a serious blow
to the State Bavings Bank when the  Com-
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monwezlth took over the post offices. It has
heen suggested that we canuot reduce any of
the items wnder this vote. It is hardly to be
expecteil that any member would move for
a redaction, secing that the salaries paid to
the wfficers employed in the State Savings
Bank are so small, compared with the respon-
sibility they lave to ecarry.

The Minister for Mines: What wonld yon
de it you covld move for a reduction?

Mr, IMOKERING: TE | eould move in any
way at all it wonld be in the dircetion of
inereasing these salaries, In order to direet
attention to the small amouvnts set down here
I woulll he prepared to move for a reduction
ot one of the items.

Mr. THOMSON: 1t is a pity that we bave
not been furnished with some information
regarding the eoffeet of the Commonwezlth
Savings Bank and the mawner in which it
has ent roached upon the Stute Savings Bank.

The Premier: The Commmonwealth Bank is
not taking very much money from us. We
are going ahead a little.  Naturally every
prenny- they get is money that we should have
rot.

My, THOMSON: That is the unfortunate
part of the position, That money is going
ontside instead of hencfiting us here, I sug-
gest that the Government ghonld increase the
rate of interest.

The Minister for Minea:
us in o heavy loss,

My, THOMSON: You charged the Indus-
tries Asgistance DBoard a bhigher rate of in-
terest and that should show a substantial
halance,

The Minister for Mines: The amount used
for that is hardly noticeable,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You should wipe out
the Todustries Assistance Board.

AMr. THOMBON: The Commonwealth Bank
has inerensed the interest payable to de-
positors.

The Minister for Mines: Would yeou give
i1y per eent. interest on new deposits and
allow the old ones to continne at the old
rate? i

Me. Piekering: Why net graduate it?

My, TITIOMSON: We could go into the
ywestion of the amount of interest we have
on hand and graduate the payments as sug-
gested by the Premier: On the smaller
amomnts we eonld give the greater amount of
interest and regard the peeple with the big-
ger bank balances as being investors, I do
not look upon the Savings Bank ns an in-
vestment bank but rather an institution to
encourage the people to he thrifty. We have
to .meet unfair competition, and I regret
having to say if, but we have to hold out
inducements to the people of Western Aus-
tralia to support the State Savings Bank,
for it is essential that they shonld do so.

Mr. ANGELO: I do not think it a good
policy to allow branches of the chartered
banks to act as agents for the Government
Savings Bank as happens in so many towns
in this State. I know of instances where

That would land
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the brauches of the chartered Lanks act on
hehalf of the State Bavings Bank, while at

the same time, we have branches of the
Treusury in the same town.
Hon, W. C. Angwin: And they give

hipher interest, too.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, that is to obtain de-
pisitors.  Uensequently, if a new depositor
comes along, then the chartered bank does
everything possible to secure that depositor
as they pay a higher rate of interest for
fixed deposits. The honrs that chartered
banks keep wpen are also shorter than the
boars of the Government Savings Bank.
That tells agninst the competition with the
(‘ommonwealth Savings Bank. T can eite
an instance to show what the effect of this
is. | way approachel by workmen nomber-
ing hetween 80 and 100 who are engaged in
the Carmarvon meat works, They wanted
the State Savings Bank te open for an hour
on Saturday nights. T found that it was
impussible to secure this concession, because
the agency was in the hands of the branch
of -=a ghartered bank, and consequently the
bhank would not bring their officials  back
for aun hour’s work,

Mr. O’Loghlen: That should not be meces-
sury in an important town like Carnarvon.

Mr, ANGELO: The works are three miles
away and in order to transact business at
the bank the men would have to lose a
shift.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt should be casy to get
a suitable agent in a town like Carnarvon.

Mr. ANGELO: Exactly, that is my
point. I approached the Commonwealth

Savings Bank on the -oceasion I mentioned
and they agreed to open their bank as (Te-
sired,

Mr. Tecsdale: You should be ashamed of
yoorself,
Mr, ANGELO: Absolutely, hut we could

not get the State Savings Bank to open, be-
canse the ageney was in the hands of a
chartered bank., Tiad the ageney been in
the hands of the loeal Treasury paymaster,
we would have been able to save that money
for the State and prevent it geing to the
VFederal authorities. T hope that whenever
possible, savings bank agencies will be
placed in the hands of Government officials
or some other suifable persons rather than
in the hangs of branches of chartered banks.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: T have had hopes for
years past that we wonld not be discussing
(the State Savings Bank on the Estimates
-1ny more, and that an amalgamation would
have been effected. Tt appears, however,
that we shall go on for years with this
foolish eomnpetitive poliey. I appreciate the
difficnities which confront the Treasurer in
making the State Savings Bank a suecess-
ful institution. Ti has been suggested that
the rate of interest should be increased, but
when we look into the margin of profit over
and above the cost of administration, it will
be seen that the margin i3 not sofficient. In
thaese tircnmstances, the institution must
exiat on an appeal to local patriotism which,

{491
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however, is not very pronounced. The poiat
raised by the member for Carmarvon (Mr.
Angelo) was raised last session by myself.
The $State Savings Bank has been  com-
pelled to secure the scrvices of agents who
are uot switable from the State Savings
Bank's point of view. I know of country
storekecpers and employers’ representatives
in some of the big industrial centres whe
hold the local agency, and the result is in
these cases that the men anxicus to make
deposits will not avail themselves of tlhe
opportunity, They will not divolge to such
agents the amount of money they desire to
draw or deposit, as the case may be. On
the other hand, they rush wholesale to the
post office and transaet their business with
the Comnonwealth Savings Bank agency,
despite the fact that, for patriotic reasons,
they woull like to bank with the State. We
recognive that the State iz up against the
financial problem, We can ineet people in
the community who do not appear to have
the same high regard for the solveney of
the State as compared with the Federal in-
stitution. We have heard of runs on hanks.
There was one recently in  Queensland,
which was engineerad, I suppose. There was
also one suggested recently in Western Aus-
tralia. It would be interesting to have a
report showing the withdrawaly which took
place from the State Savings Bank at the
time of the ecivil service strike. Peaple
went-to the bank oun the eve of the strike
and withdiew thoir deposits which they
lodged with the Commonwealth Bank. The
total may nat have amounted to a very eon-
siderable sum, but it was a serious matter,
There scems to be less confidence in  the
State institution than in the Commonwealth
Bank.

The Premirr: I do mot think so.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is the position,
and I think the Minister of Mines aurees
with me, becanse when the Lahour Govern-
ment were in power we hieard people talking
along these lines.

Alr. Pickering: We have had a Labaur
GGovernment in the Federal Parliament.

Mr. OQ'LOGHLEX: That is so, but
foolish people think that ome institation is
more sound than the other. There was a
time when people withdrew their deposits,
el we had another instance when the civil
service strike was about to takKe place, The
point ahout these withdrawals is that onece
a depositor takes his money away from one
bank and lodges it with another, it is diffi-
cult to get him to return to the former in-
stitution. Tor this reason, we should be
particelarly eareful to pet agencies estab-
lished in the different towns that will be
acceptable to the depositors, The authori-
ties made a blunder, when they were ouated
from the post offices, in appointing country
storckeepers as agents. In the case of a
man desiring to lodge money in the bank,
the ageney for which was in the hands of a
local storekeeper, he would not care to do so
if he owed money to that particular trades-
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man.  In such an instanee that man would
probably go to the Commonwealth Bank, 1t
is unfortunate that these two snstitutions
exist. They will continug to exist, 1 sup-
pose, and if the State Savings Bank is te
contiue in public favour

The Minister for Mines: Th chartered
Lanks should he more satisfactory than the
storekeeper,

Mr, OPLOGHLEN: Yes, but not as satis-
tory as a private individual outside. [ De-
lieve it is possible to get some shopkeeper
wha would be suitable,

The Minister for Mines:
rou olsject to.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There is a difference
hetween the small shopkeeper and the big
merehant.

The Minister for Minea: But the depositor
mobably does business with hoth.

Mr. Teeadale: They do not like going
there heeause they have to buy tucker there.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: There are many Gov-
ernment officials, school teachers, and others
who could be found to carry on this work in
the interests of the State more economically.
The instance cited at Carnarvon where the
money was forceld into the Commonweaith
Bank hecause the loeal agency was in the
hands of a echartered bank, lends point to
the position. There was a desire to help the
Slate, but becanse they eould not secure the
facilities there, the depositors were forced to
bank with the Commonwealth instiution.
That is an ingtance where the chartered bhank
was not a satisfactory apent at all

The Premier: They do the work fairly.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: They take it on, but
1 do not know that they go out of their way
to advertise the benefits of the State bank.

Mr. ANGELO: They are in competition
with themselves.

Mr. O'LOGIHLEN: T hope at the next
Premiers’ conference the Premier will try
to brinyr about the amalgamation of the sav-
irgs hanks, for it is ridiculous to have two
sueh banks in the ene line of business.

But that is what

Silting svspended from 615 1o 700 po,

Vote put and passed.

Vates—Government Stores, £15,3980: Taxa-
tion, £29.719—agreed to.

Vote- -Workers' Tlomes Roard, £2,502:

The CITATRMAN: There is no numbered
item on the WEstimates. Stil T will allow
hon, members to ask any questions. Hom,
members may ask for any information they
desire.

Mr. PICKERING: T should like a definite
statement from the Premicr as to what he
vonsiders n fair salary for the secretary of
the Workers' Homes Board. This officer is
very able and efficient, and he has carried on
for a numher of years with an uotterly in-
sifficient remuneration. TUnder
management the operations of the board have
Leen bronght to a very sueeessful issue, and

his eareful .
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the benefiviaries under the board have no
thing but pratitude for the scerctary. Th
Premier should place this oftiver on a footing
with officers holding eyuivalent positions i1
other departments,

The PREMIER: The hon, member know
that this offiver is under the Public Servie
Aet, administered by the Publie Service Com
missioner, and has an appeal board to appea
to. I adwmit that this oflicer is very efficien
and does his work well.  The salary has heei
fixed by the Public Service Comimissioner
not by the Government., The new reelassifi
cation is new in progress, amd probably thi
oflicer, mmong others, will he reclassified.

Hon, W. (", ANGWIN: | can only agre
that the salary of this eflicer iz insufficient
No doeubt the new Puoblic Service Appea
Board, to which the lTouse has just agreed
will deal with this officer. However, T wis'
to draw attention to the fact that no mone;
is being advanced for the ereetion of work
15’ homesx in the metropolitan area.

The Premier: Oh yes.

llon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Well very little, i
any. | do not object to money being ad
vaneed for homes in the country, but T
not think fthe metropolitan area should b
ent out entirely. According to the Premier’
own statement, £30,000 conirolled by th
Workers’ liomes Board is out at 5 per cent,
L7000 at 415 yer cent,, £10,000 at 4 pe
cent., and £20,500 at 1 per cent.

The Premier: That is unavoidable.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: XNo, it is not

_ There are many people who desire to erec

homes, and ¥ think they should have ai
oppartunity to avail themselves of th
Workers™ Homes Act.  Another objection

have to lodge is that the Government do no
treat ex-roldiers as citizens. 1 cannot se
why, because the Federal Government hawv
inangurated a gscheme for the ercction o
homes for soldiers, an ex-zoldier should W
debarrod from coming under the Workers
Homes Act. It 1s true that if he came unde
the State scheme a soldier would have to pa;
a little more interest than he pays under th
Federal selieme:; but at the same time h
would have a much wider choice of huilding
The brildings erectod uvnder the War Servie
llones Avt are too cxpensive for the ordin
ary workers and, in consequence, some of th
soldiers, realising this, have tried unavail
ingly to secure accommamdation from th
Workers' Homes Board.

The Minister for Works: FKven our home
are more costly than they were,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Perhaps =0, hu
not nearly se costly as are the war servie
homes. The seldiers should he plaved on
footing with other citizens,

The CHATRMAN: We
soldiers under this vote.

Hon. W, €. ANGWTX: Buat T am discuss
ing the Workers’' Homes Roard, who haw
refused acecommodation to ex-roldiers.

The Premier: I think we shoold accom
maodate them if we have the money,

cannot  diseus



[2 NoveMBER, 1920.]

tlon, W, €. ANGWIN: I am pleased to
hear the DPremier say that. 'The State, of
course, cannot go beyond the money at ite
disporal.  But my objection is that the eox-
soldier is not allowed fo avail himself of the
Mtate Aet.

Mr. Davies: Umder the War Serviee
flomes Aet €500 is the limit.
Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Ouly the other

duy ! saw plans for o louse consisting of
four rooms, a bathroom and a back verandah,
the priee belng £048,  The applieant could
not go on with the proposal. At the same
time he could not avail himselt of the State
Act. 1 hope the Premier will sce to it that
the soldiers have treatment at least equal to
that meted ont to other persons.

Mr. THOMSOXN: T agree with the mem-
Lker for North-East Fremantle. The war ser-
vice homes have been very costly and, unfor-
tunately, the policy adopted does not give
the applicant mueh choiee in respeet to the
class of home he would have. 1 trust the
Promier will make the Workers’ Homes Aet
available to the cx-soldiers. In wy opinion
the Workers' tHotnea Board should erect new
buildings rather than take over existing
houses, The secretary of the board, when at
Katanning recently, was besieged with ap-
jplications for homes. I have no desire to
put any obstacles in the way of people in the
metropolitan aren coming wnder the provis-
ions of the Workers’ Homes Act, but T think
the peopie of the country districts shouwld be
given even greater consideration. The in-
terest charged, namely 3% per cent., appears
to be a little on the light side, for T under-
stand the Government are paying that for
their money.

The Premier: We are paying 6 per cont.

Mr. THOMSON: It does not seem good
business {o borrow money at six per cent.
and tend it out at 314 per cent. However, T
have no desire to see the rate to clients in-
ereased.  TFaving had many dealings with
the sseretary, I consider his remuneration too
low in ecomparison with that of other officers,
theugh 1 know that his salary is o matter for
the public serviee board. 1T wmterstand the
Government have vuled that returned soldiers
are not entitled to have houses ereeted hy the
Workors? Homes Board. That roling should
he withdrawn, and our soldiers should re-
ceive the same  consideration as private
citizong,  Indecd, the soldiers are more en-
titled to consideration.

Mr. DAVIES: The Government would do
vell to extend the operations of the Workers®
flomes Board in every possible direetion. The
inmuiries of the Basic Wage Commission and
atlier hodies have shown that the eongestion
arcnsioned in the Eastern States by the lack
of homes iy something appalling. Tn Sydney,
we Tearn, as many as three families are living
in a five-roomed house, and as many as five
pereons in obe room.  We (o not want a
shpitar state of things to come about im
Western Australia.  The British Government
nre now offering honuses up to €940, aceord-
ing to the style of building, to anv person
wheo will erect howes in the Toited Kingdom.
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The bonus is an absolutely free gift. A per-
ton who uvails himgelf of the offer can sell
the home immediately he has built it, and
then go in ler another.

The Premicr: [ am
correct.

Mr, DAVIES: The statement appears in
the Foplish newspaper files for August last.
1t i5 reporteil that under this system permits
have already been given for 14,000 homes,
involving abuut 3% milliens of money in
honuses,  People to-day must have homes,
and a number of people in Western Australia
are living in places not worthy of the pame
of home. [ admit that the position of the
Government is diffen}t beeanse of the impos-
sibility of pgetting bunilding material at rea-
sonable rates, and also heeauvse of what 1 be-
licve to be a veal shortage of tradesmen in
the building line. [ know of cases where
material has heen lying on the ground for
three nionths, awaiting tradesinen to build
the house. The operations of the Workers’
Homes Roard showld extend to the country
districts.

afraid that is not

The DPremier: There are 100 workers’
lomnes at Narrogin,
Mr. Willcock: There ame a number at

Geraklton,

My, Underwood:
narvon,

Mr. DAVIES: The shortage of house
aecammodation in this State will be aceentn-
ateld by the arrival of immigrants in large
nambers, as, 1or instance, those who are
coming out on board the *‘Zealandic.?’

Vote put and passed. )
Vote—Aliscellaneous Services, £57,122+
Ttem, Children's Protection Society, £100:

a Mr. THOMSOXN: While T am pleased to
see this and kindred items on the Estimates
—items totalling £2,585—1 eonsider the time
has arrived for levying a special tax to meet
the ecost of upkeep of benevolent socicties
aud institutions. The present practive is to
send collectors round annually for donations;
and that practice must be costly, inasmuch
as the collectors ™ salaries and expenges come
ont of the funds colleeted from the public.
To many imlividuals, therefore, the payment
of u charities tax would wmean considerably
lpss expense than the present syatew. I have
na ohjection whatever to raise to any amount
plreed on these Estimates in this eonnection,
bt I urge the introduction of a charities
tax.

There are some at Car-

Item, Amouut required to cover over-pay-
nient by a Minister during publiec service
strike, £4:

Mr. LAMBERT: The Committee onght to
hiive sume explanation of this item, whieh
appears under **Defaleations.’” Whe way
the paymaster that lost the £6?

The PREMIER: During the public ser-
vice strike Miunisters had to pay thousands of
workmen throughout the country, whick jn-
volved a tremendous amount of work. The
Minister for Works rendered yeoman sorvice
during that period, and had it not heen for
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him a great many of the men would have
been without pay. This item of £6 repre-
sents varicus small amounts over-paid by
fim. [ do net think any hon. member will,
in the circomstances, object to passing the
item.

Item, ‘*Mansard' Staff, Reporting Roynl
'ommissions, £230:

Ar, O'LOGHLEN: T would like some -
formation from the Premier regarding an
amount that is in dispute, an amount which
is beiag elaimed by a member of the *‘Han-
gard '’ staff,

The Premier: You cannot discuss it on this
vote,

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: 1t is the only vote an
which I ean discuss it. The amount in dis-
pute ia a little over £100,

The Premier: I think it is £96.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Is it the intention of
the Government to pay this sum? The point
I desire to bring under notice is that the sam
of £250 was set apart as payment for re-
porting Royal Commissions, and was shared
in by five members of the ‘Hansard®’ staff,

The Premier: I will tell yon all about it.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: If the Premier will
say that he will agree to pay the amomt 1
will not disecwss it. The position is that one
of the ‘‘Hansard’’ staff enlisted and went
to the Front. ¥e¢ was absent for about three
vears, and while he was away his share of
the payment amounted to about £100. His
agent for the colleeting of this money was
the then Chief ¢ Faunsard’'’ Reporter. The
money was colleeted but was never paid to
the member of the staff who went to the
IFront. Tt was not until his return that it
wns diseovered that the money had been col-
leeted but not paid over. The Printing Com-
mittee who control the ** Hansard”® staff had
no power to do anything in connection with
the matter except to make a recommendation.
[ trust, thevefore, that the Premier will see
that as the oflicer who received the money
was acting as the agent of the Government,
that the Government, will recoup the member
of the *‘Mansard'"™ staff who has suffered
the less. The claim is a perfectly Jegitimate
one, and it has heen in abevance for a long
time. [ will not say any mere if the Tre-
mijer gives me an assurance that the amount
will he paid.

The PREMIER: It is true that the former
Chief  ‘*Mansard’” TReporter received the
money. e had an agreement with the Gov-
ernment te do certain work for which an
amount of £230 per annum was paid., T do
not agree guite that he acted as agent; he
had a rontract with the Government to re-
port Royual Commissions. Four ether mem-
hers of the ‘*Tansard’' staff participated in
the work, and the five shared in the pavment,
each taking £50. When the ‘‘Hansard’’ re-
porter referred to went to the war an ar-
rangement was made whereby the Chief
++Hansard ' Reporter sheuld pay this amonnt
to the wife of the officer who went to the
Front. No one apparently discovered the
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fact that the money had not been paid un
the return of the efticer from the l'ront, a
then it was found that the Chief ‘¢ LHlunsar
Reporter had failed to make payments oy
a period of about 20 months. 1 do net age
with the hon. member that the Chief ‘‘Hq
sard’’ Reporter was the Government's agen
he entered into a contract with the other |
porters to do the work, and month by mon
he drew the money trom the Treasury a
distributed it antongst the mombers of t
staff. [ do not kwmow, therefore, that t
Government are responsible for the loss.

skould bhe very glad, of course, to pay

Undoubtedly the returned ‘fllansard’’ 1
porter has lost this meney, and unless t
Covernnient pay it he will lose it for .
time.

My, O'LOGUHLEN: | would like to ¢l
ujt the point as to whether the late Chi
‘‘Hunsard'' Reporter «id or did not act
agent for the Govermwment. I will read
letter.

The Prffuier: How did yon get that )
ter?

Me O'LOGHLEXN:
1 got it.

The Premier: 1 think it does,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tf it is any consol
tion to the Premier, | got it from the Ay
tralian Jeournalists’ Association.

The Premier: Are you a member of it!

Ar, O'LOGHLEX: No, The letter reads

Referring fo your letter of the 15
Febenary, 1909, informing me that Cal
net has approved of the *Hansard’? ate
reporting  and typing  the evidenee f
Royal Commissions for £250 per annu
will vou kindly inform me how this mon
is to be paid, whether one-twelfth of t
amonunt is to be sent to me monthly to
dishursed amongst the staff or whether :
amonnt  will he paid te each report
monthly by the Treasury Department.
presume the payment started on the da
of Cabinet approval,  (Sgl) I A, Wig
Chief *‘Hansard’’ Reporteer.

Then in reply to that there is a mintue .
the Treasury file, page 105, signed by the Ia
My, Prank Wilson, then Premier and Coloni
Trensurer. This reads—

The amount shenld he paid to the ehi
of the ‘*Hansard'' staff in monthly inst:
ments, payments to commence from t
date of (‘abinet approval, namely, 10
Fehrunry, 1909,

The *‘Tlansard’’ officer who went to t'
Front should uot be deprived of this su
of money, which represents an aecumulatic
of monthly payments.

Mr. Hudson: Did the then Chief ‘*Ha
sard'’ Reporter have to employ someone
the officer’s ahgence?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: No. The work w
dane for him as a voluniary aet by the oth
memhers of the staff, and it was arrangi
that’ the moneyx should he paid over to il
officer’s wife while her hughand was at tl
war. Through an unfortunate catastropl

Tt docs not matter
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semething  went wrong and as the result
there was a vietim—as a matter of fact there
were two victims—and the soldier vietim on
his return found himself £100 short. The
Promier should agree to recoup the officer.
I understand there is a new arrangement now
whereby the ‘‘Hansard'’ staff receive these
payments direct, and not throngh any agent,
and thercfore there is no opportunity for any
superior officer to purlein any money that
does not helong to him. It would be a shame
if thie officer were to be deprived of the
woney which is justly his. The Printing
Committee unfortonately have no power to
give it to him; the Government are the only
authority who can pay.

My, Hudson: The Printing Committec did
not make the contract?

My, O'LOCGHLEN: No. It is a fair thing
that this officer showld be recouped, becaunse
it was through no fault of his that he lost
this money.

The Minister for Mines: The question
to be gettled is whether the Government
should pay a second time, If they have paid
in other cases they should pay in this.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: Tt has been done in
other cases. Onlv last week T quoted the
instance of two men whe were in partner-
ship, one of them being a returned soldier
snffering from shell shock and who took a
sum of money, portion of which should have
been paid to his partner. The Government
in this case paid a seeond time. A similar
thing has happened in other cases. The
Minister for Mines knows the circumstances
of the ‘‘Hansard’’ case, and there is no
need for me to repeat them. T would like
the Premier to give me an assurance that
the money will be paid.

The Premier: [ would like te¢ know where
vou got a copy of the file,

Mr. OLOGHLEN: If the Premer is
going to question me T will keep him poing
for a couple of hours.

The CHATRMAN: The Chair will not
agree to that. Moreover, the joint the houw.
member has raised has nothing te do with
the votc the Committee are discussing, 1
have given the hon. member a considerable
amount of latitude, and he should not say
that he is going to keep the Committee here
for a couple of hours.

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: Tf T may not dis-
cuss the matter on this vote T do not know
on which vote T ean discuss it. [ want
a rteply from the Premier and if e does
not give it to me I can keep the Commit-
tec going by debating the various items,
and you, Mr. Chairman, cannot rule me out
of order provided T do not indulge in repe-
tition.

The CHAIRMAX: The hon. member is
not discursing the vote before the Camn-
mittee., The question he has raised has
-nothing to do with the item which was
ealled. T am trying to inculcate that into
the hon. member’s mind.
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Mr. O'Loghien: T have a perfect right
to insist on getting a reply from the Pre
ier.

The CHAIRMAN: 1f the FPremior does
not feel disposed to reply, the hon. member
has no right to say that he is going to
stand there for » couple of houry, or until
be does get a reply.

Mr, O’LOGHLEXN: 1 am asking the Pre-
mier to reeoup the officer.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon.
out of order,

The Minister for Mines: And the ‘‘Han-
sard” rveporter is out of pocket.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: | have asked for in-
formation on a gabject and this is the enly
itemn under which T can expect to get that
information, and I am ruled out of order.

The CHAIRMAN: The subject the hon.
member is diseussing now is entirely ount of
order.

My, O'LOGHLEN:
ordinary decision.

The CHAIRMAXN. The hon, member must
not question my ruling. If he desircs he ean
dissent from it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T will do so: it is an
extraordinary decision.

The Premier: I can inform the hon. mem-
ber that the matter is now being considered.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the Premier had
said that hefore it would have saved a lot of
trouble.

The Minister for Mines: The question is
whether we shall be establishing a precedent
which may beeome Qangerons.

Mr. O'LOGRLEN: Tt has been done he-
fore,

The CHAIRMAN: Does the hon. membher
desire to dissent from my rnling?-

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No, T have no de-
sirc to hold up the business of the House.

Ttem, Parks, reereation grounds, ete—
grants for maintcnance and imprevements—
King's Park Board, £1,900; other grounds,
£400:

AMr. LAMBERT: The amount provided
for other grounds it very small. There are
some very fair parks outside the metropoli-
tan area,

The Minister for Mines: Where?

Mr. LAMBERT: Coolgardic.

The Minister for Mines: The grasshoppers
ate it out the other dar.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Ts this in order, Mr.
Chairman?

The CHATRMAN:
not you,

Mr. LAMBERT: There are important
parks at TKalgoorlie, Coolgardie and other
roldfields centres, and while some of them
have received liberal treatmemt——

The Minister for Works: You still ask for
free water.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, but the metropoli-
tan area scores every time, There is no
reasonable allocation of the money.

The Minister for Works: Yon at Cool-
gardie have done well in the past.

member is

Well, it is an extra-

T am keeping order.
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Mr. LAMBERT: I am not eritivising the
benevolence of the AMinister for Water Sup-
ply, but there should be a fairer allocation
of this moncy. The King’s Park Board re-
ceives a considerable sum, and the rest ot
the parks are praciically starved unless they
take the cquivalent in water. The park at
Kalgoorlie costs the ratepayers £700 to
£1,000 a year. If the view i3 taken that the
councils should maintain the parks, King's
Park should be taken over by the Perth
City Council.

The Minister for Mines: The Perth City
Councii have numerous parks to maintain,

Mr. LAMBERT: Tinpot yarks,

The Minister for Mines: Queen’s Gardens
is not a tinpot park.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is only a flower
garden; I am speaking of parks.

The Minister for Works: What abont
Hyda Park?

The Minister for Mines: And Loton Park?

Mr. LAMBERT: I recognise that Point
Walter is a recreation ground for the whole
of the people, but Queen’s Gardens is not a
park in the sense that people go there by the
thovsands.

Mr. Robinson.
woek.

Mr. LAMBERT:
Queen's Gardens,

Mr. Robinson: Nonsense!

The CITAIRMAN: One member at a time,
1ease, ) .

Mr. LAMBERT: The parks in the more
remote parts of the State should reveive
recognition,

AMr. THOMSON: Caun the Premier tell us
how the £400 is to be apent? T wonld remind
Lim that there is a reereation ground at
IK{atannineg.

The PREMIER: Xo. Last year £1,920
was spent on King's Park and £100 on Point
Walter.

Ttem, School sites—puorchase of, including
title fees, surveys, cte., £1,000:

Mr. PICKERTIXG: Has provigion been
made for a uew «ite for the Donnybrook
sthaol which was rerently burnt down?

Mon. W. (. Annwin: Was the gite hurnt
also?

Alr. PICKERING: I anderstand that the
old site was unruitable,

The PREMIER: I have reccived moe pro-
posal regarding Dounybrook. This vote is
intended to cover the purchase of all sites
wherever required. T am aware that the old
schnol eite at Donnybrook near to the river
s too small

Thousands go there every

A thousand would 6l

Ttem, Departmentul advertising (except
-ailways and State Steamship Service),
2.0

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: This represents an
increase of £3500 over the vote of last year.
f.ast vear the Government spent £1.94%. They
shonld endeavour to keep advertisiug within
the limits of the amount voted by Parliament.
I'ere <honld he no neeessity for sperial ad-
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v;.-}-tising outside of railways and State steam.
shiys,

The Minister for Works: There are con-
tracts and water supply notives,

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Are those items
covered Ly this amount, or are they charged
ulr to the department?

The PREMIER: This is a small item con-
sidering all the advertising we have to do.

The Minister for Mines: Acts of Parlia-
ment have to be advertired in the distriet to
which they apply.

The PREMIER: We advertise as little as
pressible, We may have to advertise the State
Savings Bank if the competition with the
Commonwenlth Savinus Bank continues,

Ttem, Subsidy South-East coast mail ser
viee (State steamship service), £1,150.

AMr. ANGELO: What amount is received
from the Federal Government for the mail
service run by the ‘‘ Euela,”’ and is this sub-
sidy in addition to the loss which the steamer
is making on that ron?

The PREMIER: This item represents the
difference hotween the Postal Department’s
payment and the Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany's contriact. We carry on the service
instead of the Adelaide Steamship Company;
there i3 no contract.

Mr., DAVIES: I want to speak on the
item ‘‘onus suggestions for effecting econ-
omy in pulblie servige.’’

The CHAIRMAN: There is no amount sel
down against this item.

Mr. PAVIES: Y want an explanation as
to why this item has been discontinued.
There is not £1 set down this year in con
nection with this.

The PREMIER: The ouly
which an ameunt is et down is the item
“‘Bonus on wheat, £250.”" That is provided
to cover the honus of 1s, Gd. for the settlers
in the Wsperanece district, due to the faet
that the railway has not yet been ecnstrueted.

Yate put and passed.

item against

‘This eompleted the Fstimates of the Col-
onjal Treasurer’s department,

Edueation Department. Hen. 1L P, Cole-
hateh, Minister (Hon. ). Mitelielly Premier,
in charge of the Estimates):

Vote-—Salaries, £402,050;

The -PREMIER (ftlen, .J. Atitchell—Nor-
thamj) [8.33]: There is a considerable in-

crease in this vote, It iz due to increase:
in :alaries.

Mr. Underwood: All of it!
The PREMIER: Practically all.
figrnres, the  fotal  inerease  in

In round
salariea is
The
inerease i salaries is divided as follows:
administrative  statt €574, teachine  staff
£33.166, elerical stalf £1,852, and eloaners,
caretabers, ete., £1.038.  Alout £47,000 is
duc to inereased rates of pay, and the re-
mainder to normal development. ‘There is an
widitional sum  spent on bools, apraratns,
material, water, lighting, ete. Everything



|2 NovEMmBER, 1920,]

bas  ygowe wup in price  compared with
whnt it was, and the department have had
to pay more for supplies thaw herelolere.
Very little money g being spent apart
fiom  :alaries, and the apparatus  and
materials nevessary for the conduct of the
scheols.  There are some exhibitions and
seholarships, and an additional sum of €577
i incladed under this heading, Practically
all the increase is due to the inereused pay-
ments o the staff, The salaries of teachers
all the world over are inereasing aud no-
where so much, perhaps, as in the Old Coun-
try. In this State we require higher quali-
fications on the part of our ieachers, All
through the Goverament service, except in
the vase of the higher grades, there have
been considerable increases during the past
18 months, Naturally, too, the number of
children is increasing.” Nof only is this the
case in the more populons centres where
schools already exist, but in the outback dis-
tricts. The peeple are spreading far and
wide, and schools have to Dhe provided
wherever the necessury number of children
is found, whether in the agricultural areas,
the mining areas or the timber areas. Every
school costs a considerable sum of money.
There are 623 schonls altogether in Western
Australia. AJmost monthly we have re-
quests for further schools. In a new conn-
try- like this such expenditure eannot be
avoided. T am sure no one would wish to
see our system of education szltered, especi-
ally in the back blocks. 1 was recently in
a4 centre in the country where the peaple
were asking for a achool, but, unfortunately,
there are not enongh children yet to cnable
us to establish one. Tt is & sad thing to see
seven or eight children from cight to 15
years of age growing up withont education.
Of course we have correspondince rlasses
which gre doing good work and filling {he
bhreach wherever possible,  This vote mnst
incrense so long as the present svstem ot
edneation is in vogue. I doubt if members
would wish_to see it altered or interfered
with unfess in the direction of ity heingr
improvel. Tigh schools are heing cerevted
at Northain and Buwbury. Tt will he agreed
that if the systemn has been improved in the
metropolitan area, such improvements should
extend to the more populous eountry centres.
Why should children bhe compelled to come
to Perth if there is a sufficient namber ot
them in the country to justify the establish-
nment of schools which will afford them facili-
ties for higher education? Tt ix hetter
that the children should be taught as near
to their homes as possible, and in places
more in toueh with the life that they follow.
Mr. Underwood: Give us an idea of what
they are heing taught.
The PREMTER: The hon. member knows.
Mr. Underwood: T will tell you directly.
The PREMIER: The hon. meinher pro-
mises to tell the Touse, and T antici-
pate an interesting diseussion. There is no-
thing the hon. member does not know.
Rehools have heen improved wherever the

13169

number of children warrants such improve-
lent. At Albany the numbers of ¢hildren
in e higher classes have continued to grow,
aml  noaturally the expenditure has alse
growi.  Continuation clusses bave vost a
!ﬂrge suin of money and they are being held
in large centres. Westonia, Meekathavra,
Greenbushes, and North Perth have been
aflded to the list of continugtion classes,
The work that is being done hy these con-
timation classes is undoubtedly very good.
Theve are 500 technieal classes being eon-
ducted and these are open to students with-
out fecs. Additional classes are provided
whieh are self-supporting. Students pay the
fees of the instructor, It is  sometimes
thought that the whole of the cost of tech-
nical edocation is borne by the department.
That is not so, for quite a number of stu-
dents furnish ‘the necessary fees to cover
the cost of tuition,

t\[r. Pickering: What is the total amount
paid? .
The PREMIER: Technjeal

o education
costs £17,000 and thers are 500 gchools abso-

lutely free, The training college contains
120 students, 50 of whom are heing speci-
ally trained for work in the country schools,
It is nccessary that they should receive
special tuition for this work, We have 2
great many lady tcachers who take the
smaller schools in the country. Naturally
nuny of them get married. Tt ig an CX-
pensive businesg training these ladv teach-
ers, hecause after we have had the uvse of
their services for p year or two they apply
for their marriage allowance angd away they
#o. I do not know how thig can be avoided.

Hon, T. Walker: Yon have the satisfar.
tion of knowing that You have made edu-
cated wives.

The PREMIER:
roaks,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: It ig a very small
amount of the total expenditure.

The PREMIER: It means a considerghle
sum of money one way or the other, and
vertainly iucreases the expenditure of the
department.  Ore thing that it obviates is
the employment of nneclassified teachers in
country sehools. The memher for Kanowna
(Hon. T. Walker) kpows the difficulties
which confront the Edueation Department,
and how finpossible it i to keep these ladv
teachers for very long after they have been
trained. Tf we are to have properly trained
teachers we must have training colleges. 1
Suppose we cannot complain abont the ladv
teachers getting married. What we want
in this country is population and we want
everyone to settle down. With regard to
the correspondence classes, this work g
most important. We find scattered ahout the
country from Wyndham teo Euela, and even
along the Great Western Railway, isolated
settlements comprising a family or two of
a few children. In the country I came
across two or three children who had been
tanght by means of these correspondenca

I hope they are goal
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classes, The parents told me that they were
getting on well and could not be educated
by any other means than this, exeept by the
enmployment of a tutor, There are five
teachera  conducting this correspendence
work and the cost is comparatively small,
but by this means we are reaching children
in igolated places. The technical schools are
alse important, particularly in the teaching
of trades. It is difficult to meet
the demands of  the various trades
by any other means than the teebnical
schoaols, The number of apprentices in
rach trade iz strietly limited These elasses
turn out very wuseful men, such as bldick-
smiths, plumbers, printers and so on, They
do all sorts of ugeful work at these teehnieal
sthools,  Many apprentices also attend these
sclionls and derive great benefit from them.
T know that apprentices at the Midland
Junetion Railway Workshops are assisted in
their work by attending these classes.

Hon. T. Walker: Yery greatly.

The PREMIER: Yes, They are taught
evgineering and other matters of that kinl.
There are some sclf-snpporting classes at the
Perth Technical School. For example, there
is a self-supporting class of 36 students in
motor mechanics, onc of 45 in wool classing,
one of 11 in photography, and one of eight
iu tailor's cutting. This last class was
started at the request of the master tailors,
who pay the fee of 25s. per term for each
student. Then there are self-supporting
classes in art needlework, dress cutting,
painting, accountaney, and eclerieal subjects.
At the Ialgoorlic Technical School the
students pay the full cost of the elasses. I
do not know that 1 nced say more on this
vote, seeing that it represents nothing but
what was authorised last year, the increased
expense being doe to the natural growth of
the schools and to the ‘incrensed salaries
being paid to the teachers. The school
tcavhers, like the publie servants, are being
paid higher rates; and T think it is high
time they were. As a class they have iy the
past been very badly paid. In view of the
high cost of living they should be paid more
than formerly, so that they may live at all
Teachers stationed at country schools may
have a bhetter chance of living cconomically
than teachers in the cities. T consider that
our teachers are now reasounably paid, but
not over-paid, The inerease in salaries ac-
counts for £9.000. T hope hon. members re-
alise that mothing new has been attempted
sinee last year—at all events, nothing that
ncans new expenditure, The system has been
cxtended as it must he extended, but has not
heen added to exeept through the natural in-
crease of population.

My, UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) {850): T
mave—

That the vote be redueced hy £20,000.

[ take this course because I desire a vote of
the Committee on the question whether we
are reeeiving value for the money we are
spending on cdueation. T hold it is time that
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we had an andit of the position. I woull
have preferred to move for a reduction o
£1 in the amount of the vote; bat I was in
formed that if I moved such a reduction, am
my motion were defeated, the effect woul
be to prevent other members from sabae
quently moving reductions in the variou
items. Thevefore T have moved for a reduc
tien of £20000, 1t is a considerable tim
sinee we have fairly and squarely congidere
the guestion of education, Tree educatio
was first wlvoeated, J think, about 20 year

ago.
Hon. T. Walker: More than 20 years agc
AMr. UNDERWOOD: Perbaps there ar

few men in Australia who did more to brin
about free cdueation than dJdid the presen
member for Kanowna (Hon, T. Walker).

make this statement now heeauvse later I ar
going to show the hon. member where he ha
gone too far. Home people seemt to be unde
the impression that I am opposed to educo
tion altogether. That is quite wreng; bhut
think I ean show that although eduncation, ¢
schooling, is a good thing, one ean have to
mueh of it, ns of other good things, and als
that one can pay too much for one’s whisth
There i8 no finrr subject to speak on tha
that of education. The orators of the worl
have dwelt on it in all ages. Tt is an ir
finitely more difficult task to cndeavour t
show that the State is spending too tmue
miovey on  eduration, or that the syster
adopted is not getting the best results.

am now cssaving that diffienlt task. Olde
members may recollect that about 11 or 1
yvears ago there was a proposal to charge a
extra weekly fee for The higher classes a
the James-street school and other school
An agitation vesulted throughout the State
and the proposal became so unpopula
that it had to be dropped. Sinee the
seareely anyone, with the good exception o
the member for Perth {Mr. Pilkington), he
raiged his voice against edueation. On thi
vote 1 may be exeused for quoting hriefl
the opinions of various Ministers for Ed
vation. Taking those Ministegs at randon
T will guate the memher for Kanowna Speal

Cing in 1912—

The first Pright feature regarding th
vidgeation system must be the increase.
am aware that the Government will b
aceusedl of not practising due ceonom)
but T am confident that there is ne se
tion of the administration, or portion ¢
the work of government, where an inereas
-would be so little regarded or so heartil
approved as in matters of education.

The hon. mermtber runs on in that style. Th
following year he said—

I do not think that in any other part o
the world is the same spirit shown, Mue
of it is dve to Mr, (lubb, who carries er
thusiasm with him. It beeomes contagion
The tcachers get from him that csprit 4
eorps, anil the scholars take the same ser
timent, and feel it a pleasure. a dignit
a something that elevates and lifta them u
out of the ordinary rat of life, tn pm
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ticipate in the dravnght from the stream of
knowledge. This i a matter that T think
we cannot curtail our expemliture wupon,
and my only sorrow is that we cannot cx-
tend the blessings of these classes.

Now we come to the pregent Minister for

Education, and he follows praetically the
Hnes of the member for Kanowna. It is
always n question of more expenditure. Mr.

Colebateh said—

In the Eduecation Department we shall
endeavour to o all possible within the
meang of the Government, particularly in
the direction of extending secondary edu-
cation. One of the chief lessons of the
war has been that the future of the nation
must depend upon the cfficiency ot the in-
dividual, and we feel that effliciency can be
gained only by spreading as widely as
possihle the bencfits of higher edueation,
We regard it as o great national waste
that we insist upon ehildren going to
school until they are 14 years of nge, and
then, no matter how elever a ehild may be,
its futnre education, unless its parents are
able to poy for sceondary cdneation, is
neglected.

Similar passages are to be found throughont
“*Hansard'’ of the last eipht years. The
whole trend of the idea is that our people
cannot possibly o anything unless they have
a teacher to guide them. However, after
rending through those speeches, T looked up
a hook I read 30 years ago., [t is ecalled
*Belf Help,'' by Samuel Smiles, This is a
book that should be in every household where
children are rcared. T believe the book has
almost gone ont of print, Qur Ministers for
Edueation have set up the position that par-
ents eannot teach their children, and that
children cannot possibly teach themselves—
conveying the impression that unless one is
educated hy teachers, one has no chance of
_suceess in life,  This hook, on the other hand,
teaches self-velianee. Tt quotes hundreds of
esses of men who attained to the highest
pogitions in the world thongh they had had
practically nome of this kind of edoeation.
Let me =ay right here that no teacher can
make anvone good without the cffort of the
person tanght, No man has ever suceceded
in - accomplishing  anything worth while in
this world exeept by his own efforts. Teachers
may in a small way asaist, but without his
own persennl efforts a man will never achieve
great sneeews. Tt appears to me that our
aystem of vdueation 15 to some extent sap-
ping the self-relianee of the rising gencra-
tion. T am glad to observe that the Eduea-
tion DNepartment’s report for the last finan-
cial vear is on the Table, while the reports
of so manv other departments are missing;
but thranghout that report there is one long
wail for increased expenditure—not for
" maintaining the present expenditure, hear in
mind. Paragraph after paragraph peints ont
that our expenditure niust be inereased, and
that it muost go on increasing, 1 want to
express the apininn that it is time we called
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a halt in this expenditure, and had a look to
se¢ whother the departinent are the best
judges of what to teach the child, There
is one other guotation [ wounld like to make,
aud then 1 am finished with the speeches of
Ministers for Edueation, Those Ministers
have conteniled as to who is entitled to the
credit for the '"great improvement’’ in the
educational system. Speaking in 1913 the
member for Kanowna said—

There ia not & mail that comes to Perth
but brings requests for schools, or addi-
tions to schools, or fresh teachers to be ap-
pointed.  That shows that education is
right throngh the whole community, Every-
oune is afire with the spirit and zeal of
eflucation. There is a wholesome thirst for
knowledge, a genuine spirit of inquiry, a
eonseionsucss of the power that is stirring
the whole State. I take it that the present
Governinent have {one something to fortify
and cement that spirit existing throughout
the State.

My, Stubbs: No ong denies that.

The Minister for Education: I am surely
entitled te make a speech, and make it
from my heart,

Mr, Stubbs:
ereqdit.

The Minister for Education: The hon.
member surely does not begrndge ns any
creillit that may be reflected on ug in that
respecet,

In 1918 the thon (olonial Secretary—the pre-
sent Minister—inade the following state-
ment—

Tt has bheen said that the educational
system should be suited to the require-
nments of the community. During all the

. vears the sgystem has been in force in

Western Australia, what effort was made

fo suit our education tp the reguirements

of the community until T came info office?

T did not appoint a Royal Commission to

investigate matters; T appointed a com-

mittee of men who understood, to advise
and report on this matter, and T hope hon.
menmbers have vead the report. If they
have not, it will pay them to do so, quite
as much as it will pay them to read the
repart an Collie coal.
T may say in passing that T have the report
here. Tt is of such importance that it took
them a day to find it at the Eduneation De-
partment, Here we have a Minister in this
House claiming that he did this, and the
Mipister in another House rlaiming that he
dut it.

Hon. T. Walker: Surely T did not eclaim
that.

Mr. TXDERWOOD: Tt seems tp me that
tf a sporting writer were to place the rela-
tive position of thase concerned, he woull
fix them as follows: Personal Glorification
of the Minister, 1st; Fdueation of Children,
Ind; Taxpayer also started: he fell at the
first fence, hroke his neck, killed his jockey
and never smiled again,

Ar. Tohnston: Eurvthmie, 4th,

But do not take all the
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Mr. UNDERWOOQOD: Perhaps Taxpayer
was never in it. Now we come to the ques-
tion—What is the value of education, and
what is the value of the subjects taught?
T'he old original conception of edueation was
cmibraced in the three “'R's.”” I am of the
opinion that we should now go back to the
old position of the three ‘“*R's.’'’ There
are only two subjects, to my mind, which
form  the proundwork of all edueation—
English and arithmetic.

Member: Furythmetic.

The Minister for Mines: That shows how
we are progressing, all right.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Supposing some of
our business people want an  office  boy.
What do they want him to understand when
he starts work—English and  arithmetie!
That is all.

Hon, W, ¢,
tvpewriting.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:
Fnglish?

Hen. W, C. Angwin: Not altogether.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:; It is English.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: He has to learn it.

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: It takes three
months.

[fon. W. C. Angwin: You tey it an.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: The geography and
history and other stuff taunght is absotutely
of ne use to an employer, and it is no use to
the boy, for the simple reason that he for-
gets all he has learnt under those headings
long hefore he ts 21 years of age. T want
to go into the nquestion of teaching geo-
graphy. Let wmembers think for one mo-
ment,  Most of us went to school—to a cer-
tain extent, T think. No doubt, about a
quarter of the time at sehool was taken up
in learning geography. How much do mem-
bers know now? Cau any member tell me
the geographical position of the Bay of Bis-
cay?  Can any hon. member present, the
member fur Gascoyne barred, tell ‘'me what
is the most westerly peint of Australia?

AMr. Trov: The North-West (fape; what is
the prize?

The CHATRMAN: School is not iu, Mr.
1" nderwaod.

Mr. TNDERWOQOOD: At least n quarter of
the time of the popils is taken up with the
effort of memoriging the thing called geo-
wruphy, which is one of the most useless
brain sweats T can imagine any boy being
put through, for the reason that he forgets
it and even if he remembered it, what he
learnt would be of no uge to him in after
life. What use would it be to members of
this Chamber té know the geographical
position of Wyndham. T do not know if
the Minister for Works knows anything
abont it, but he knows how to run meat
works there. Tn regard to geography, we
might just take some of the examination
papers set for the sixth standard of our
primary “schools. This is what i3 considered
nevessary to fit a boy te go out into life

Angwin: And shorthand and

Ts not shorthand

[ ASSEMBLY.]

amd Dbecome a  good Australian citizen. I
shall not read them all, but here are some—
Name the principal rivers and moun-
taing you would eross in a railway jour-
ney from Melbourne to Brisbane. Name
also the six most important towns, not
inclwmling Melbourne and Brishane, on this
line; say where each is situated, and men-
tion any important facts that you know
concerning each.

(iive an aceount of the Sonth Island of
New Zealund under the following heads:
(a) Build, {b) Climate, (¢) Rivers aml
towns on the Eastern (oast.

The Minister for Mines: The boy is not
taught that for the purpose of impressing
it upon his mind all through his life, any more
than the hon, member’s speeeh which he is
making to-night is delivered to he remenm-
hered by those listening to him for the rest
of their lives.

Mr,  UNDERWOOD:  What is a child
given this education for then?

The Minister for Mines: It trains the
boys? minds to memorise information.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will finish with
these questions before dealing with that as-
pect—

Say what you know regarding the cause of
monsoohs, Name the monsoon lands with-
in the British Empire and explain clearly
the effects of the monsoous on the produe-
tiona of these countries,

Draw a sketeh map of the St. Lawrence
River and of the great American lakes
with which it is comnected. Write notes
on the importanee of this great highway
of commerce.

Name the chief mineral fields of Great
Lritain; mention the chief indugtries of
cach, and give the name of the chief town
in each.

Give a description of British Columbia,
dealing specially with climate, productions,
chief towns, A sketch map should aceom-
pany your answer.

These arc taken from an examination paper
set for a sixth standard boy, and T ask mem-
hars to congider what is the use of it all? What
is the use of a boy sweating his brain to mem-
orise such information as that? It has been
said regarding the learming of languages,
that that also trains the memory. That is
absolutely oupesed to faets,  All members
probably know some person who cannnot read
or write. What is the outstanding character-
istic of that man? Tt is his wonderful mem-
ory. [Instead of improving children’s memor-
ies, we are crowding their minds with useless
stuff, and spending our money on that sort
of teaching, Out of every thousard boys who
¢ould pass an examination of the sort I
mention, few would remember one partiele
of the information in five years’ time, or if
they did remember any of it, it would only
bhe an infinitesimal rortion of it. TIn spend-
ing mouey in the direction we are doing at
present, boys and girls are learning that
which is useless. Why retard them learning
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that which iz useful? While learning geo-
graphy, they are miscing English and arith-
metic. Next we come to an important sub-
Ject and one in which a boy must pass he-
fore he can get his leaving certificate. T re-
fer to history. I ask the hon. member for
Kanowna: What is history?

The Minister for Mines :
past.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: 1 ask members to
remember the aceounts we have had during
the past few years of happenings in Furope,
events which have happened while we are

Deeds of the

alive. What stuff will they get abont those
happenings two or three hundred years
hence?

The Honorary Minister: Pretty hot stuff.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have heard
numerous versions of how the late Czar of
Russia wag murdered. What will be taught
the children o htndred years henee on this
particular point? As Denis says—

‘*The brave and noble ’‘cro blokes uv
old’! were ‘‘the crock ‘uns uv their day,’’
but ‘‘jist let the Call uv Stoush give “m
'is chance and the erook is the *“ ‘ero of
Romanee. '’

As a matter of fact history is romance. His-
tory has no actual value to the man who is
living, Tt may be valuable te a man who
is going to he a writer but if he is to be o
writer, he can start learning. T will give
some questions regarding history from an
examination paper

What were the worst cvils of feudalism?
What King did 3 good deal .to suppress
these evils? What did he really do?

Mr. Chesson: Nothing,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I can quite under-
stand that a lad who had read °‘Tvanhoe™’
would say that Richard Cocur-de-Tdon,
agsisted hy Robin Hood and his gang of
bushrangers, did it. [ can also conceive that
John Wren would have been stated as having
hadl something to do with Magna Charta. If
a boy wants to know much about Ffendalism,
he will have to read for a long time after
he is 14 years of age. lHere are some more
things—

Write what you know of the life and
work of Simon de Montfort!?

That has got me ‘‘bloust,’’ anvhow.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is a case of
Simon-de-thumbs-up.

The Minister for Works:
about Simon the Cellarer.

I have heard

Mr. UNDERWOOD:  Here are some
more:
Mention the causes of the Peasants’®

Revolt, 1381. Give an account of the Re-

volt. Name the leading seamen of Queen

Elizabeth’s reign. Write fully ahout any

one of them.
These arc questions
answer—

Give an account of the commercial and
naval rivalry between FEngland and Hol
land Aduring the protectorate of Cromwell
and the reign of Charles TT.

that a hoy has to
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What circumstances led to the drawing
up of the Grand Remonstrance? Give an
account of the subsequent events up to
the ontbreak of the Civil War,

It is quite possible that a boy with a good
memary could retuin what his teacher has
taught him, and he could answer these ques-
tions quite correctly. The fact remains that
such information is of no practical uwse to
him. He forgets all about it in neo time.
Such information is futile, Would it make
members of Parliament any better or would
it improve the Chairman of Committees? [
am not speaking of the university now, but
I hope to deal with that later on when the
CUniversity Bill comes down. T hope on that
occasion the Premier will bring  forward
some examination forms and show us what
they teaeh there and how much teaching
they do. T would particularly like
te hear spine leetures from that man who is
paid to lecture on politieal cconomy. One
can imapgine the brain sweat of a boy
frying to memorise those questions I have
quoted.  And, in standing for an examina-
tion the hoy has to learn, not only the
answers to those guestions, but at least 50
others. | remember a university examination
in geography containing the guestion, '‘Name
u certain ruilway in England and give the
names of all the stations on that railway.’’
The pity of it! PFine boys and girls, strain-
g their utmost to become good eitizens, and
they are given that sort of stuff to sweat
their intelloets on. Both these subjects gshould
he ¢ut ont of examinations. No doubt light
lessons on alleged history and on geography
are interesting and entertaining te the ehild-
ren, and as mental reereations have their
pirposes;  but when we put up an examina-
tion on them we are sweating the brains of
the children wunnecessarily, and wasting our
woney hesides.  Another point: we say to
our boys, ““You have to go to school anil
lesirn geography and history. They are of
no use to you, awl it’s A million to one that
hefore vou are 20 vears of age you will have
forgotten them; bat if you do not learn
those subjects you will never he employed in
the {iovernment service exeept as a navey!™’
It is agajust this sweating of the intellects
of our children that T wish to enter a protest.
There seems to be an insatiable desire on the
part of the teacher to follow up the chilidl
from the kindergarien to the unmiversity, The
Jessous best  learped  are  those which one
learns himselt. T admire our teachers. Un- |
doubtedly they are working well, and work-
ing in what they helieve to he a good eause,
but very often injory is done with the hest
possibie intentions. T read in the newspaper
the other day n report by Mr. Villigan, 2
man wham [ wmueh acpreciate. e went to
America, and  gave ns some  wlea of  the
American system.  Apparently in that coun-
trv thev not only keep at the ehilid, keep on
drilling their idens into him on sehnol davs,
but they follow him up on holidays, Satarday
afternoons and Sundays, teaching him to pot
in carden plots, keen fowls, keep pigs, still
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with a teacher over him. They have a bank,
and they teach him how to go to the bauk
and get an overdraft. I think the aver-
age Australian knows quite enough about
that. If anybody cannot find out for
himself how to get an overdraft, well
the bank wounld he foolish to give him
one. I am ecertain this continual following
upr of the child is not good for the child, Tn
vesterday's “ West Awstralian’’ 1 read the
tollowing paragraph:—-

Mr, Il. McRail, seeretary of the Boy
Heonts' Association, points out that in
view of the revision of seumior cadet train-
ing a report received from Tmperial Seent
headquarters hearing on physical training
degerves the earnest consideration of in-
structors, school teachers, and schoolmas-
ters. The report sets out that in a certain
school two sets of boys from among the
ehler seholars were picked ont after care-
ful medical examination. They were physi-
cally sound, and as nearly equal to one
another as possible. One lot *were given
vareful physteal training, and the other
were allowed instead to play games. The
boys whe had physical training developed
their chest measurement in a marked de-
gree, but their hreathing eapacity had not
increased in the same ratio, and rupture of
some of the air vessels on the lungs had
oecurred. The boys who had played about
had developed less to the eye, hut had in-
curred no disability. The writer of the
report expresses the opinion that there is
a very pgencral evil in subjecling boys to
cfforts at the pace set by somcone clsc,
whereas boys who play even sirennang
games do so at their own pace and slacken
off naturally as exhausted nature dictates.
Furthermore, the question arises, the re-
port states, as to the advisableness of ex-
erciges devised hy man supplanting those
designed by mature for growing hoys.

T think that is unaswerahle,

The Minister for Mines: You ecannot got
1000 boys to stand the same strain.

My, TINDERWOOD: Of course not. And
whoe would say that the intetlect is not more
delivate than the physiqne? Yet we never
consider the danger of overworking the in-
tellects of our children. We have heard a
pood deal ahout the boys who win prizes and
scholarships; buat we know that there have
been dull boys who proved to be bright men,
and bright heys who have grown into dnll
men. T was a bright boy myself. The mem-
ber for Kanowna {Hon., T. Walker) is al-
ways telling us what cducation has done.
Vet so-called edueation was not responsible
for the English language, the finest and
most expressive language the world has
known, It came into being, not with the
assistance of educated people, but in spite
of education. For over three centuries the
edueationists of the British Tsles endeavoured
to prevent the English language from getting
a hold. It is the language of a people, built
up by uneducated people. Those who talk
so mmeh ahout the pgreat benefits of eduen-
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tion shonld remember that it was the edu-
cated peeple who opposed the coming of the
English language, Before passing on to
the question of higher edueation, let me say
a word in regurd to the sending of babies to
school. I think we sead them to school when
they afe only four years of age. No child
siiidder seven can possibly learn anything that
he or she will retain in after life, The
teaching of children below that age cannot
be remembered when it is likely to be useful,
There is no reason why parents should not
teach their own children the alphabet. There
scams to be an idea that parents should not
undertake this lahour. As a matter of fact,
there is no more Jovable labour for father
o) mother than teaching their little kiddies
teir letters.

Mr. Davies: It ig afl right if the families
ure restricted to one or two.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: Youn can have fami-
lies of 700 if you like, bLecause the clder
ckildren ean teach the younger.

The Minister for Mines: "Yes, for they
would not all be four years of age.

Ar. UNDERWOOD: But the traching of
the alphabet is not an oceupation for which
we ghowtld be paying £200 per annum, Tt is
something that the kiddy, with the assistance
of its mother or sister or brother, can pick
up for itself. But we take them away from
their mothers, shut them vp in a school and
discipline them, and so speil the hest time
of their lives, when they shounld he learning

for themselves more than they can ever learn

Why shat them up in schools
and discipline them? Why not let them run
about and give Nature a chance? It we
were to shut out from our schools all ehild-
ren below seven years of age we would reduce
this vote by the amonnt 1 have referred to.

from others.

Alr, Smith:  With advantage to the kid-
dies.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: C(Certainly so.

The Minister for Mines: What would you
do about the kindergarten? .
My, UNDERWOOD: 1 never was cruel,
but if Anderson has a room for them, I
would send them down to him. There were
two things for which the Australian soldiers
were renowned, namely, their lack of disei-
pline and their individual initative. Disei-
pline always saps individual initintive. We
shonld be eareful that we do not sap the hest
charneteristic of mankind, namely, self re-
liance, which we can easily do by over edu-
cation. We have heard many speeches on the
benefits of education. We have had the mem-
Ler for Kanowna talking about the earrying
on from the kindergarten thréugh the pri-
mary and the secondary schoels to the crown-
ing glory of our cdueational system, the Uni-
versity. We heard the present Minister for
FEducation at Northam the other day, when
laying the foundation stone of a schonl to
eost, T supnose, £20,00¢, and perhaps £10,000
to run. The Minister said—
Tn the whole of my ecareer nothing has
given me so much pleasure. I have ajways
contended that the country child, reared
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close to XNature's heart, provides the most

promising material for educational effort.
Taking the two propositions, for loose logic
they stand almost alone. There is the erown-
ing glory of the university diploma. Why,
there is no glory at all in it! The glory is in
the effort, and the effort is frequently made
without the diploma. We know thousands of
medioere  individuals who  held  naiversity
diplomas; we know many arrant wasters who
hold diplomas, yet we talk about the erown-
ing glory. [ say the erowning glory is effort.
(‘'oming to the Minister’s speech about liv-
ing close to Nature’s heart, just think of it
for & moment! The school was built in Nor-
tham aund the scholars who go to it will be
the children of residents of Northam, the
husiness people of Northam. There will not
be half a dozen farmers' children attending
that schoel; they will he unable to attend
beeause it will be too far distant from the
farms. The children at Northam are no
closer to Nature's héart than are those at
Fremoutle, Those at Fremantle nt least have
the advantage of the sea whieh those at Nor-
tham have not. This is the sort of thing we
are fed on and which we are building our ex-
peaditure on. This school at Northam must
be the forerunmer of schools at Bunbury,
Albany, Geraldton, Katanning, Wagin, Pin-
gelly, Narrogin, York, Moora, Mandurah,
Bridgetown, Pinjarra—as a matter of fact,
if this school is warranted, then 20 similar
sehools are warranted in the State. What do
they teach? T am prepared to say that one
good farm school on the lines of the Narro-
gin schonl, somewhere in the eastern wheat
kelt, would de fifty times as mueh for the
education of the people as the sehool at Nor-
tham. I protest against the idea of con-
tinnally building up such schools. Consider
the high schools and what they teaeh. T
asked the Premier what they taunght but he
did not tell me. T ask any Minister what
they teach.  Thev continue te teaeh gram-
mar, arithmeti¢, history and geography, and
in addition they teach various other subjects.
The stwdents learn a language; they may
take Latin; Trench is the longsuit at pre-
sent; before the war it was German. TUn-
legs o student is going to use the langoage
in after life, why should we spend money in
teaching it? Bear in mind that it ia a com-
pulsory subject. Why should we waste the
time of c¢hildren by compelling them to learn
something which they are almost certain to
forget and which, if they do not forget, they
will never apply. How wmany of our rising
generation are likely to apply the French
language to any useful purpose? Tt might
he a pleasant menta! reereation for the
students, hut from the point of view of ad-
vautage as n eitizen of Western Australia,
of what nse ix it exeept to one in 300! Yet,
tn teach the language to one in 500, we are
retardinye the edueation of 499 students, This
is a point which is always overlooked; 499
sturlents are bheing tanght a langnage when
ther could be taupht those things whieh
will be nuseful to them in this life. They are
taurht also a good deal of woodwork., The
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member for Fremantle said they could learn
a trade. The report says that this know-
ledge of woodwork will be very handy to
them if they go on a farm. As a matter of
fact, if they went on a farm, the first thing
to do would be to unlearn almost everything
they had learned. After all, they are not
earpenters who can build a house. If they
had to build a pigstyve, a fowlhouse, or a cow-
shed, what they had learned in woodwork at
school would not be an advantage to them;
it would he a disadvantage.

The Minister- for Mines: You would not
have inlaid work iu a cowshed, would you?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They learn
metat work,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Premier was
talking about a techaical school.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 am speaking of
the high school at XNortham, which teaches
these things.

Hon, W, ', Augwin: The children in the
primary schools learn wood work.

Mr. UNDEEWOOD: At the XNortham
school they are taught metal work, in other
words metal spoiling. They are taught wobd -
butchering, If a boy wishes to learn wood
work, let him become apprenticed to a car-
penter.  The students are also taught busi-
ness methods; this is a fine large subjeet.
Nnagine some of our business men going to
sehool under an ordinary school teacher to
liarn business methods! Tf there is anyone
in this State who cannot pick up business
metholds for himself, he should not go into
business, hecause he, will fail. Who is teach-
ing business mcthods? A man who himself
has never heen in business, or if he has heen
in business has failed: otherwise he would
not he tearhing. T undertake to say that the

also

-member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) learnt

more about business methods in three months
whilst storekeeping in a navvy ecamp than
he wounld have learat in 100 years in any
aerhool,

The Honorary WMinister: Aund a new lnn-
guage, too.

Alr. TNDERWOOD: The stulenta are
also taught office routine. What on earth

that is, I do wot kuow, unless it be never to
get to the office before 9 a.m. and to get
out before 4 pm. if possible, They learn
shorthand, typing, amdl bookkeeping. T may
as well deal with shorthand here as any-
where clse. The essential equipment of a
shorthand writer is a thorough koowledge of
English. The signa of shorthand are 3 mere
eircumstance. The signs might be learnt by
any iftelligent vouth in three months, hut he
would not he a shorthand wviter after hav-
ing merely learnt the siems. Ne schoolteacher
eoulll take the student further. There is no
good shorthand writer who has not taught
himself to a very great extent, and there
never will ke a shorthand writer of any merit
excent as a resnlt of individual effort. Onec
a student has learnt the signs. it is anite
possible to take up the hook in later life
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and brush up a kuowledge of them again
without any trauble.

The Minister for Works: Nu, you ecannot,

My, UNDERWOOD: The schools never
turn ount shorthand writers. The schools in
Australia have turned out hundreds of thous-
ands of hoys and girls who have Tearnt the
signs of shorthand, but that has heen the
end of them, [n the higher classes those
students who possess a good knowledge of
English could easily be taught shorthand: it
could form part of the English course,
but if they wish to go further and become
shorthand writers, they should be told that
it depends entirely upon their own industry
and efforts.  The girls are taught eookery,
faney work

The Minister for Works:
still prevails amongst us.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They learn laundry
work, housewifery, care of children, short-
hund, typing, and bookkeeping. These are
the milestones on the road to the crowning
glory—school cookery, wood hutchery, fancy
work, and honsewifery. Not being educated,
T regret that [ cannot speak for edueated
preople; [ de not Eknow their tastes, but I
can say that to the great multitude of un-
cducated people, the very thought of sechool
cookery gives them the helly-ache. Think of
mir action in paying teachers to teach fancy
work!  Womenkind have done famcy work
cver since the time of Eve for she un-
donbtely put a hem around the fig leavea.

Mr. Smith: When she turned over a new
leaf?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Women have been
doing famey work ever sinae history hegan
and will continue to do it, but only a wuman
who finds enjoyment in it and can pick it
up for herself, is of any usc at it. The
women travel miles to see each other’s fancy
wark and copy it, or get ideas for new de-
signs, but we spend our hard earned money,
and the moncy of many women who probably
are  working at the washtub and eannot
afford time to take up faney work, in order
ta teach the girls faney work, Then we come
to laundry work; think of it, girls going to
school to learn laundry work when wmother
has a tub at home. Could not they =tay at
home with mother? This is the higher edu-
cation that is closer to nature’s heart. Then
wr read in the report of manual training, and
[ am told on good authority that quite u
nunther of those instrueting in manuat traife
imr arc themselves not ecarpenters.  This
higher education which leads to the erowning

And indige: tion

glory, the wuniversity diploma, consists of
what? Tt consists of laundry work, house-
wifery and care of children taught by old

matids, of business methody tanght by men
who have never been in business, and of ear-
pentering taught by men wha eould not builil
a fowlhouse. These are some of the things
ou which we are spending our meney, and I
agk the Committee in all serionsness to make
a gencral audit and see if we are getting
value for our money.

| ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: You realise that
it is a scrious charge against the Director of
[Education ?

Mr, UNDERWOQON: Tt is, Touching the
technieal schools, it is utterly impossible to
teach u trade at the technical schools., Mem-
bers should vmderstand that straight away.

The Minister for Works: The technical
sehools give some very uscful instruetion.

My, UNDERWOOD: A lad ean go there
and learn to weld u bit of iron and sharpen
a chisel. That is all very well in its way,
but the expericnce everywhere is that the
amateur blacksmith apoils a tremendous Tot
of metal.

The Minister for Works:
untrained reformer.

My, TNDERWOOD: And it pays better
to pive the work to n blacksmith.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: You cannot have a
hetter school for apprentices. ‘

Mr, UNDERWQOD: I am coming to the
question of apprentices. A man eannot be
taught a trade at a technieal school. TInless
he is working at a trade and is apprenticed
to a trade it is useless to send him to a tech-
nical school. There are many young fellows
clerks, some of them in the eivil service, who
zo to the teehnical school to learn wood work,
eabinet making, earving, and similar work,
They will never he tradesmen, and we are
wasting our money in tcaching them.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There is not so much
of it done now.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then why the out-
ery for more room? The Minister for Works
has that under consideration now.

The Honorary Minister: Tt is a great
thing for bouys working in a shop.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There are some
trades in which not only the practice, but
the theory is involved. An apprentice, a
journcyman, or a master tradesman can go
to a technical school and learm the theory
of his trade, but there are many octher
trades in which no theory 1= required. There
is no theory about blacksmithing, execept
that of hitting hard and often while the
iron is hot. Onece a man has nequired the
practice of blacksmithing The is a black-
smith. There is no theory about printing but
there is undoubtedly theory in earpentry,
boiler-making, engineering, and the sanitary
side of plumbing. A man cannot be taught
to hecome a plumber, but he ean be taught
the sanitary side of plumbing. As engineer
can he tanght the theory of enginecring, so
that he mav hecome a civil engincer as well
as a practical engineer.- There are many
persons learning fitting, turning, earpentry
and plembing, who are not following those
particular trades,

The Alinister for Works:
ful ecallings.

And so does the

They are use-

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

Afy. TNDERWOOD: An anprentice who
is working for eight hours a day in a shop
goes to school at night to learn theory. Tn
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other words, he works 48 hours a weck in a
shop, at his bench or at a drill, and works
two hours overtme at the techmical school.

The Minister for Works: That is not
hard on him.

Mr, TUNDERWOOD: Tt dges him no
good. Tf an cxtra two hours a week is good

for a boy in his trade let him put in the
time at the shop, where he is doing useful
work,

Hon, W, C, Angwin: The employers give
a half a day off to enable apprentices to go
to the techmieal school.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: If cmployers are
doing this others are not.- A loy gors to the
technical school to learn that which he ecan-
not learn in the shop.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They only learn the
practical side of their work and not the
theorctical in the shop.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Tf they want the
theoretical side they must take a turn at
the practical side,

Hon, W. ., Angwin:
prentices.

Mr, UNDERWOOT): 8o am 1. An ap-
prentice in engincering requires to go to a
technical school to learn the theory of en-
gineering. He must take one night a weck
at hiz trade.

The Minister for Worky: He does some-
thing he Jdoes not get a chance of doing at
the factory.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:
get it. T am spraking from my own know-
ledge. Tt is a shame to work a boy eight
hours a day in a shop and send him to school
for two hours in addition. Our technical
schools require to be altered, We should not
attempt to teach anyone who cannot make
a practical tradeaman. The work should be
et down by half. Apprentices should not
be forced to de anything in their trade that
they are learning in the day time.

The Minister for Works: What ahout
draftsmanship?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is theory.

The Minister for Works: He learns that
at a technieal school.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Why put him again
on to his drill? He is on it all day. He wants
to learn draftsmanship. To do that he is
given two hours on the drill

The Minister for Works: He would prob-
ably go on to the lathe, and do something
he woull not have a chanee of doing in the
shop.

Mr. UXDERWOQD: An  apprentiee in
carpentry is working at all kinds of tools
all day. When he goes to the technical
school he uses them again,

The Minister for Works: Tt iv explained
te him lhow this joint and that joint are

- made,

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: That is the theorv
of the trade. Let the technical school teach
the theory, and let the hoxs learn their trade
in the shop in which they are working, If
they are properlv managed the technieal
schools form one of the hest means of edn-

T am talking of ap-

He does not always
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cation in all Australia se far as tradesmen
are concerned. It is not right for a boy
to work a day in a factory and do the same
work at night at the techmical achool. He
goes to school to learn that which is not
taught in the sbop. T hope hon. members
will agree to reduce this vote. We ean
decrease our expenditure by £20,000 by de
elining to take scholars under seven years of

age. That wounll save money amd be better
for the children. By exclnding history and
geography there would not be the same

necessity for spending a long term in the
higher schools.” We would then turn out our
hoys and girls hetter fitted in English and
arithmetiv, which form the gromndwork of
all education. By entting out all useless
things from our technival sehools the ex-
penditure can be cut down by at least half
the present sum,

The CHAJRMAN:  Before putting the
motion T wonld ecall the attention of hon.
members to Standing Order 386,  This
readg—

When a4 motion is made in Cowmmittee
o 0f Supply to omit or reduce any item of a
vate a question shall be proposed from
the Chair for omitting or reducing suveh
item accordingly; and members shall speak
fo such question only, until it has been
disposcil  of.
That is as far as the Standing Order goes.
The procedure iz that after the question
has been proposed for omitting or redueing
any item no debate is_allowed on any pre-
eeding jtem. T suggest to the member for
Pilbara that if his motion is put now it will
debar hon. members from speaking pencrally

on any preceding item, and that e
might allow the general  discussion  to
0o on and move his mation afterwards.

The Minister for Mines: The motion
affects the Prat stage of the vote, that is.
Salaries.

The CHAIRMAX: If that is nepatived
it means that the vote stands a9 printed.

The Minister for Mines: The first stage
is a vote for Salaries, £402,0350.

The CHAIRMAN: That is my ruling. The
Committee may dispute it.

AMr. Troy: (an we not discuss the items
after this iz disnosed of?

The (HAIRMAN: Onr’ Standing Orders
are silent except so far as 1 have mentioned.
The next authority that is taken when our
Standing Orders are silent, reads as fol-
lows: —

After a question has hecn proposed from
the Chair omitting or reducing any item,
ne motion may be made or dehate allowed
uponr any preceding item,

Mr. Trox: What does that mean?

The (HAIRMAeN: Tf the amendmeunt is
nezatived  hon, memhers will have voted
either for the question or the amendment.
Tt they have voted in the negative they have
voted in favour of the Fstimate as printed
and the amnount as stated hy me, as repre-
senting the whole of these Estimates.
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Mr. Troy: You mean that if a decigion is
arrived at on this total vote it will not be
possible for members to diseuss items or
move for a reduction in any of them?

The CHAIRMAN: That is my ruling.

Mr, Troy: It i3 an extraordinary position.

Hon. T, WALKER: The mere rejection of
the amendment will not imply that we either
endorte or accept the Estimates as printer],
There is still a further question to be put.
We may not accept the reduetion of the vote
by £20,000, but we may equally not aceept
the Estimates as printed.

The Minister for Mines: The total amount
is not an item; it is the vote, This Standing
Order ouly deals with items,

Mon. T. WALKER: That would be a fur.
ther point on whiel we might dissent from
the Chairman’s ruling. :

The CIHHAIRMAXN: | would rather the hon.
member  dissented from my ruling, so that
we might get the matter cleared up. My
ruting is that no discuasion can he allowed
on any item after the question for a redue-
tion of the total vote has been decided in the
affirmative or in the negative, other than a
reduction of the vote by a lesser amount. *

Dissent from Chairman’s ruling.
Hon, T. Walker: I formally move—
That the Chairman’s ruling be disagreed
to, as contrary to practice and to the re-
commendations of the Joint Seleet Com-
mittee on the Standing Orders.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman (Mr, Foley): T have to re-
port that on the vote “‘Minister for Bdunea-
tion, £456,122,'7 to whick the member for
Pibara moved an amendment to rvedoce the
vote by £20,000, T have ruled that no dis-
cussion can be allowed on any item after the
question of the reduction of the total vorte
has been decided in the affirmative or in the
negative, other than the reduction of the vote
by a lesser amonnt, The member for
Kanowna has moved that this ruling be dis-
sented from, ns contrary to practice and to
the reeommendations of the Joint Seleet (om-
mittec on the Standing Orders.

Hon. T. Walker: 1t may be necessary to
explain to you, Mr. Speaker, that since the
introdunction of the Eduncation vote by the
Premier there has been one speech upon that
vote generally, That speech, made by the
witemhber for Pilbara, moved an amendment
proposing the reduction of the total vote by
£20,000. Tt was then explained by the Chair-
man, hefore any other member conld rise to
speak, that if the motion of the member for
Piltara were dealt with, it wounld preclude
further disrussion, and that the vote wonld
he carried if that amendment were decided
in the negative. The Chairman fuarther
stated that in this case there could be wno
discussion of the subsidiary items. I move to
disagree with that ruling; and T ask for
your ruling, Mr. Speaker, because T am of

[ ASSIEAMBLY.,]

opinion that the Chairman of Committees
has misunderstood the reference he has made
to the Standing Order mentioned on page 169
of the ‘‘Manual of Procedure of the Iouse
of Couunens, 191277  Paragraph 3 on ghat
page reads—

After a question has lbeen proposed from
the Chair for omitting or reducing any
item, no motien may he made, or debate
allowed, upon any preceding item.

The Chairman has taken the total vote us
inclusive of the whole, and has ruled that ail
items precede the total vote, and therefore
there can be no diseussion on the items or
otherwire, The total vote stands clear and
is put there for the purpose of allow-
ing a (iscussion, as if it were a second
reading debate. After the general (dis-
cossion  ja  dispored of one way or
the  other, the items are taken seriatim.
That has been our practice and that
is the recommendaten of the Commit-
tee. Now we arc on the general diseussion
of the Estimates of the Departinent of Eav-
eation, and that being so, the second reading
debate, or what is analagous to the seconil
rending debate, is now in progress, and after
that is disposed of, no matter how it be dis-
posed of, ull the items are open for discus-
sion, True, if this vote were carried, there
would have to be an adjustment by the Gov-
ernment of the items, bnt it would not pre-
elnde a discussion of the items. T submit
that the negativing of the amendment moved
by the member for Pilbara (Mr. TUnder-
wood) will leave the whole ¢uestion as it
stood before he woved his amendment. [t
is not finally disposed of, and will have to
be stated from the Chair. In these circum-
stances, T sulwmit that the ruling of the
Chairman  of Committes is inaceurate as
attested by our practiece and by the recon-
menclations of the Joint Committee. [ lay
emphasis on the practice.

Mr. Speaker: Our recommendation has uot
been adopted.

Hon. T. Walker: I believe it is in practise
herause we now allow ander our Standing
(rders o seeond reading debate on every
department, [t has been decided again anid
again umler rolings frem the Chaiv, and it
ia treated as if vou, Mr. Speaker, were in
the Chair, and members are allowed to speal
only onee. Tt is a full and complete debate
covering the whole of the Estimates, aml
members have the right to discouss each aml
cvery item  after that general debate has
heen ~ disposed  of.

Mr. S8peaker: The temporary Chajrman of
Cummittees has ruled as follows:—

On  the vote, FEducation Department,
£436,122, T rule that no discussion can he
altowed on any jtemn after the question for
the reduction of the total vote has heen
decided in the affirmative or negative,
other than by the reduction of the vote hy
a fesser sum.

Our Standing Orders are not clear; they are
not definite on this point, hut the *! Houwe
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of C‘ommons Manual of Procedure, 1408,°°
on page 187, states—

Atter a question has been proposed from
the Chair for a reduction of the whole vote,
no motion may be made for omitting or
reducing any item. ’
Hon. T. Walker:

affect this.

Mr. Speaker: The position js that if this
amendment as moved by the member for
Pilbara be negatived, the vote will stand
as it was previously stated from the Chair.
It will then be open to any hon. member
to move to reduce the vote by any som less
than £20,000. [f that further amendment
he negatived, it will be an indication that
there is no desire on the part of the Com-
mittec to reduce the total vote. Therefore
it would be of no use to deal with the items
with the objeet of reducing what the Com-
© mittee had already decided should not be
reduced and should stand as printed.

Hon. T. Walker: May I explain further?
We have cestablished a procedure and that
governs the methods adopted in these de-
hates. We have permitted not only a general
discussion on the Estimates of the Depart-
ment, but even on the Estiinates of the cub-
departments.  After the general discussion
has terminated with its review of the whele
of the Estimates, either of a department or a
sub-ilcpartment as the case may be, we have
wone on to the discussion of items. 1 wish
to make the point perfectly clear that if this
amendment be rejected, it is still open for us
to discuss the whgle of the items, and if a
sceondl amendnient of a lesser sum proposed
hy way of a reduction were to be defeated,
that would mnot of neccessity establish that
we endorsed the Esttimates at all, We might
in the end when the vote was put from the
Chair, reject the whole amount. Tt is open
tn us to rejoct the whele amount, of eourse,

Mr. Speaker: The Chairman’s reling wonld
not affcet you in that respeet.

Hon. T. Walker: The point is: Are we at
lberty in the first instance to continve the
general discussion and after t’lﬁl general dis-
cussion, to diseuss items? e Committee
may refuse to reduce the general vote becanse
such a reduction woonld not indicate what
item should be redueed; but how is a general
vote to redure by £20,000 to be put into

Yes, but that does nof

operation? There is no instruction implied
in it to the Government. Tt may be purely
whimsical.  The Committee have given no

directions to the Government whatever. Sup-
pose the Committee refuse to .reduce the vote
even hy £10 in that way, that does not prove
that they do uot desire to reduce items when
they come to them. The rveduction of an
item would bhe a direction to the Gov-
ernment.  They would then know where
the shoe pinches so to speak, but
a generul reduction afferds no instrue-
tion whatever to the Government. We
have heen dealing with the Estimates gener-
ally. The motion is only in antipathy to the
goneral FEducation veote, and gives mo indi-
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cation to the Government of the Committee’s
desire and, therefore, items are iiscussable
afterwards. What is done under English
procedure is to prevent members going back
over the same ground when they have come to
the end of the discussion, We have framed
the Estimates so as to discuss the main sum at
the beginning, and have set up a praetice
on our own account., I submit that we
cannot go  bhack on  that practice and
whatever be the fate of the amendment, the
question of the pgeneral discussion is still
open until finally the debate eoncludes and
we conmence upon items,

AMr, Speaker: The hon, member is relying
more ujon the general practice.

Hon. T. Walker: Our special practice and
vustont, ’

Mr. Speaker: That custom has never been
questioned. If the hon. member can show me
some precedent or ruling when the question
has cropped up and when it has bheen ruled in
his favour, T shall certainly give it considera-
tion, but 1 have nothing before me of that
nature to guide me in any way, and will have
to uphold the Chairman in his ruling. Our
Standing Orders arc wnot definite and the
authority T have qooted is absolutely definite,
T vphold the ruling of the temporary Chair-
man of Committees.

Mr. Troy: Before wyou leave the Chair,
Mr. Speaker, will you give us some further
information?  Suppose fhe House decides
upon the reduction of any item; will it be
competent to move a reduetion in the whele
vote when the whole vote is put to the Com-
mittee? As you are aware, after the discus-
sion of the itemsg is completed, the whole
vote is put. Suppose an item is reduced, is
it competent then to move a further redue-
tion on the whole vote?

Mr. Speaker: If on the discussion of the
items any item is reduced, the Chairman
states the question to the Committee—
That the vote stand as amended. The Com-
wittee will thereby know that the vote has
been amended in certain directions on certain
items, T take it that it is competent for any
member to move a reduction on the total
vote when it is finally put, but T will look
that point up.

Me. Troy:
the whole vote.

Mr. Speaker: T take it that that is the
position without looking up the matter at
the moment. heeause the question is put from
the Chair that the vote as amended be
agreed to and it is then open for debate. T
think that would be quite in order.

Hon. Sir H. B. Lefroy: I do not wish to
dispute your decigion, Sir, but, if that de-
eision is based on the Standing Orders then
all T ean say is that the Standing Orders do
not srem to be in aecordance with common-
scnse. The motion of the member for Pilbara,
whether agreed to or rejected, is to prevent
any further discussion of the items.

Mr. Speaker: No.

The Minister for Mines:
ruling.

Any member can do that on

Yes, that is the
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Mr, Speaker: No, it does not stop dis-
cnssion on the main vote, but it prevents any
reversion to the items,

The Minister for Mines: Well, that is the
same thing.

Hon. Sir H. B. Lefroy: The point is that
the motion, even if rejected, will prevent
our going back on the items,

Hon. T. Walker: Yes, that is the ruling.

Hon. Sir IL. B. Lefroy: I do not wish to
imply that you, Sir, are not ready to deal
with it from a common-sense point of view.
I am certain that if it were left to you,
without reference to the Standing Orders,
you would consider it from a common-sense
point of view. But apparently you are c¢on-
sidering it in the light of our Standing

COrders,

Mr.
quoted.

Hon. Sir H. B. Lefroy: It appears to me
that our Standing Oriders are not in aecord-
ance with common-sense. Here we have a
vate of £456,122 for education. The wmem-
ber for Pithara has moved that it be reduced
by £20,000.

Mr., Speaker: T do not wish to stop the
hon. member, bat I cannot allow discussion,
uniesa the hon. member intends to move to
dissent from my ruling,

Hon. Sir H. B. Lefroy: What will be
the position if the hon. member’s motion is
carried? All discussion will be stopped, and
the Premier will have to report progress.

Mr. Speaker: I ecaunot allow the hon.
member to proceed. T have given my ruling,
amd uniess the hon. member moves to dissent
from that ruling, T eannot allow further dis-
cussion.

Hon. Sir 1. B. Lefroy:
do that.

Hon. T. Walker:

Mr. Speaker:
debate.

Bpeaker:  And of the authority

T do not wish to

May I do it for you?
T cannot allow any further

Disgent from Speaker’s rnling.
IMon. T. Walker: Then T move—

That the House dissents from the ruling
of Mr. Speaker.

T am very sorry to have to ask the 1ouse to
dissent from your ruling, but to my mind
urder that roling we would stultify our-
selves, we would shackle ourselves so that we
conid not freelv and fully debate the main
yuestion and, afterwards, the items involved
in the main yuestion. The chject of diseus-
sion in Committee is to allow full debate,
and the only departure we have made from
allowing any member to speak as often as
he likes is in the general discussion, That
lias become as much a part of our system as
any of owr Standing Orders. Tn the general
discussion we counfine members to one speech,
just as if it were a second reading debate.
That is an innovation we have made, and we
cannot depart from it.  Whatever the out-
came of that pencral discussion, the items
ean be digeusserl! subsequently—unless indeed
we were to reject the Fstimates altegether
and send them back. which wonld be a vote

| ASNEMBLY. |

of ¢ensure on the Government and would
prevent their carryinr on business. We have
followed this praetice all the way through.
We have always gone on to items after the
general diacussion,

M. Speaker:  After a
charaeter has beem moved?

Hon, T. Walker: We bave vot had

Mr. Speaker: No, 1 do not think se. That
is the whole point,

Hon. T. Walker: But we have on other
motions; and in the regular practice both of
the House of Commons and of this Chamber
we have had instances of the motion atill
being left for discussion after an amend-
ment has heen disposed of; after the amend-
ment has been disposed of, the debate is just
as if it were conducted regularly. Your ruling
is, however the motion may bhe deeided,
whether in the negative or in the aflirmative,
it puts asi end to all further. discussion. £
say that by the genecal practice on all mo-
tions that is a iepardure, a new ruling and,
as has been pointed out by the member for
Moore (Sir Henry Lefroy), against all com-
mon sense,

My, Speaker: The hon.
reflect on the Chair.

Hon. T. Walker: 1 am not reflecting on
the Chair. I awm stating the effect the carry.
ing out of your ruling would have, berause
I am asking the House to dissent from that
ruling, and therefere I am entitled to give
my reasons. In one sense it is a disrespect
to move that the House dirsent from your rul-
ing; but it is essential at times to recall the
House to its own practice. Your rnling would
put it in the power of ahy member to pre-
vent disenssion of any Eatimates by simply
moving uan amendment at the first oppor-
tunity after the introduecer had made’ his
apeeeh;  he eould simply move a reduction
and, whether the motion was carried or re-
jected, we could not afterwards discuss the
items.

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
weapon for a Minister,

motion of this

member must not
/

1t wounld be a good

Hon, T. Walker: Y¥Yes. 1t would create
disorder and v ake the House a lauphiag-
stock. It iseagainst all erommon sense that

such a procedure could take plare. Tt would
put it in the hands of any member to prevent
iliscussion, whereas the object of the Cham-
ker is to allow the freest and fullest discus-
sion. That is why we po into (‘ommitiee.
And we limit it here by our own practice of
allowing the peneral diseussion in addition
to the subgerquent diseussion of the items.
We are in the general discussion now and,
Lowever that may lbe disposed of. the items
hve still to be diseussed.

Mr. Troy: Tt seems to me the itoms should
l'ave been disenssed first, after which the hon,
member enulidl have moved his amendment to
the whole vote. [ sugrest that the member
for 1'ilbara withdraw his amendment until
ifter the items have heen discussed.

Mr., Speaker: 1 was called wpon to give a
ruling on quite a different matter. Had it
cortrred at an earlier stage T might have
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sugpested to the member for Pilhara the
danger of the attitude he was adepting, and
that le should defer his motion mtil after
the items hal been dealt with.

Mr. U'nderwood: Whieh, of counrse, a nan
coukl not do.

The Minister for Mines: May | point out
thot the ruling is not in aceordance with our
Htanding Ovders, and, taken in conjunetion
with the suggestion by the member for Mount
Maguet (Mr. Troy), woull put the I{ouse
inle a ridiculows position. We had Qifficulty
wver this question in 1913, when it was re-
ferred to the Standing Owlers Committee,
The difficulty arose out of the ¢laim made by
it hon, member then in Opposition that, the
ITouse being in (‘ommittec, a member was en-
titled to speak as often as he chose, so long
a8 he Qi not indulge in repetition, on any
matter submitted. The Standing Orders hav-
ing been silent on the point, the matter was
referred to the Standing Orders Committee
who submitted to the Tiouse a new Standing
Order which waa  finally adopted. That
Standing Order sets out the procedure which
shottld now be adopted. It is No, 386a, and
reads—

Notwithstanding the provisions of Stand-
ing Order No. 372, uo member (except the
Minister, who shall have the right of re-
ply) shall speak mere than once dunring
(a) a general discussion on the whole of
the Estimates held on the first vote.

That ix the diseussion ou the Builget—

(h)} A general discussion on the adminis-
fration of one department held on the first
vote of that department. TIn both cases
the reply of the JMlinister shall elose the
debate. 1u all other cases the rules of
debate in Commitice of the whole shall be
maintained.

When we reaeh a lepartment the Minister
introduces it by a general discussion cover-
ing the whole of the items referring to the
whole vote, and n general diseussion is per-
niitted in (‘ommtittee on the same basis as {is-
cussion takes place in the House, namely,
that a wmember may speak only once. Thus
we deal with the whole of the jtems. That
discusston having been concluded, we rvefer
ta the items in their turn and when the last
itein has been dealt with, we comot revert
to the total vote. The only way to get a de-
cision of the (‘ommittee on a matter of policy
affecting a department is by moving a reduoe-
tion on the peneral discnssion an the total
vote.

Mr. Troy: Or by intimating intention to
move to reduee a vote,

The Minister for Mines: Then we shonli
defeat our Standing Orders beranse we por-
mit a jremeral, discussion when the vote is
first taken. .After that we discuss the itema
and then, under the hon. memher's suqges-
tion, we would again intredoee a general dis-
vession if any member moved to reduce an
item, 1Tow ean that be possible?

Mr. Pilkington: Tt hasa heen done twice
during the present Parliament.
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The Minister for Mines: 1t would be an
absurd proposal if, after having agreed to
all the items making the totnl, it were pos-
sible to move amendmentz to reduce the
totul. It would be a casec of starting at the
top, going to the hottom, starting at the top
again, and going through once more. What
the Standing Owders Committee hadl in mind
was first of all that the question of policy
affecting the whole of the Government de-
partments should be diseussed and the pro-
cedure of the House adopted, namely, that
members could speak onee ouly.  In order
to arrive at a deciston rvegarding a question
of policy, this could only lie done by moving
to amend the total vote. \s snpgested hy
the membier for Pilhara, fhere is no other
way, though | doenot for a moment agree
with the amendment, Our method of pro-
cedure shouldt be gimple and should not he
jumbled as is likely to result under the rul-
ing fram the Chair. It might he in accorl-
anee with the Standing Order, but the pro-
eodnre ig to dlispose of the general disews-
sion and then deal with the jtems. It would
be interesting it the amendment were with-
drawn and we then had a general diseus-
sion on the ifems, and then another general
diseussion on the question to reduce the vote.
[ wirrant that the ruling of the Chair would
he that it covld not be done.

Mr, Speaker:  Members have not pointed
to any ease ou all fours with the present
case,

Hon. T, Walker:
arisen,

My, Bpeaker: That i the point, and our
Standing Orders are not elear on it.

Mr, Underwoeld:  Then make them elear.

My, Speaker: [ amn here to condnet the
business of the House under our Standing
Orders to the hest of my ability, and where
our Stanling Orders o not make provision
T take ‘*May’’ or some other aunthority om
Parliamentary practice to assist me. Stand-
ing Order 386Ga, paragraph (b), which was
cemphasised by the Minister for Mines, reads—

A general diseassion on the administra-
tion of sone department held on the first
vote of that department. Tu hoth cases
the reply of the Minister shall ¢lose the
debate.

That is all right, but no vote has heen taken.
There was no amendment moved to the vote.
The point was whether the Committee eaulil
discurs the departinent in a general way, T
know of no case on all fonrs with the pre-
sent ease in which a ruling was given in any
other way than that in which T have ruled,
and [ am supported by Tlhert’s *‘Manunl
nf Procedure of the House of Commens,’”

Hon. T. Walker: With all vespeet, T dn
not think it does support vou.

AMr. Speaker: It states—

After a question has heen  proposed
from the Chair for a reduction of the
whole vote, no motion mav he made for
omitting or reducing any item.

If that is not perfectly <lear T do not know
what is,

It is the first time it has
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Mr. Underwood: 1t is with some d{iffi-
dence that I rise to support the miotion
against your ruling. The upsetting of -your
tuling will make a new Standing Order, and
it is with the objeect of making a uew
Standing Order that I am: opposing your
decision,

Mr. Speaker: It will establish a precedent.

Mr. Underwood: Yes, which will lead us
to make a new Standing Order. You have
said that the Standing Order is not clear.
Surely we can make it elear; that is what
we are here for, and it is time we did so. I
would like to state my position clearly. 1
had no desive to move a vote which might
be considered in the nature of a motion of
no-confidence. [ have endeavoured to avoid
that. T consulted with thes authoritics of the
House as to how [ should wmove, and 1
found that I could move to reduce the vote
by £1, but that if T did and the amend-
ment were not carried, the vote could not
then be reduced at,all. I had to take the risk
of my amendment heing considered a no-
confidence motion by moving to reduce the
vote by a solid sam, thus making it com-
petent for any other member to move to re-
duce the vote by a lesser sun, That is the
sense of our Standing Orders right through.
If the amendment for reduction by the
larger sum were not earried, a rednction hy
“a lesser sum c¢ould be moved. That is why
I named £20,000. T contend that to eon-
sider the whole of these items and then at-
tempt to make a speech in ) gencral way
wonld he utter foolishness, and we are not
here to do foolish things. TE£ our Standing
Orders place us in a foolish position we
should alter the Standing Orders. We should
have common sense enough to do this.
On the wording of the Standing Order T
agree that you are probably corrveet in your
ruling, Sir, hut T ask members to carry this
motion in order that we may arrive at some-
thing like common sense in discussing our
Estimates.

Mr, Brown: Alter the Standing Oxder he-
fore you disagree with the ruling.

Mr, Underwood: Tt generally rests  with
members to alter the Stawding Orders, One
or two Standing Orders we are now working
on have heen altered heeause rulings have
been disacreed with hy hon. members. We
cannot follow other Parliaments because they
seem not to discuss matters in the manner in
which we discuss them. Tf it is not permis-
sihle under our Standing Orders to discuss
these things we must disagree with this rul-
ing so that we ean make it permissible,

AMr. Robinson: Standing Order 386 seems
to me to deal with items only. Tt is upon
this that the deputy Chairman has hased his
ruling. T agree with the member for Kan-
owna. T .am sorry the speerh of the member
for Moore was ont of time. T am sure he did
not mean to be disrespectful to the Chair in
sngeesting that if the ruling was adopted it
would have a ring of lack of common sense
alout it. Tt would. however, lead us to an
absurd position. When the Tremier wanted
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tu get his Esrimates through he could go to
the member for **X "7 and ask him to move
tu reduce the vote by £10. That motion would
be negatived, and members would then not
have the right to discuss the Estimates fur-
ther, and they would go through.

Mr, Speaker: XNot necessarily:
reduction could be moved.

My, Robinsen: That would Le the effert,
and the same thing could apply to the Esti-
mates of other Ministers. Tt was never in-
tended that where a rule cannot stand eriti-
cismi it should be a rule. [In my opinion we
have no Standing Order that prevents dis-
russion on the Tstimates, and that being so
it must surely he in order to permit discus-
sion.

My, Mullauy: T moust support the motion
moved by the member for Kanowna. There
is in these partieular Estimates no item pre-
reding that on which the member for Pilbara
moved for a reduction. I fail to see, there-
fore, on what ground the ruling has been
given, cven under our Standing Order velat-
ing to preveding items.

Mr, Pickering: T agrec with vour deeision,
Mr. Speaker. Tt is evident that in the whole
vote is contained all the items, and there-
fore all the ijtems must preeede the total
amount at issme. [If we earry a motion te
reduce the total amount we must take into
consideration all the items that make up that
amount. To ecover the position we would
want & new Standing Order fo the effeet that
any motion for the reductiou of the vote of
a department, whether negatived or con-
firmed. shall not preclude discvssion on the
vote or the items. Tn my opinion your rul-
ing, Sir, is in conformity with the Standing
{irders, and a eorrect interpretation thereof,

Mr. Troy: T do not want to labour .the
matter unuecessarily, but T know the prac
tice in thizs House has heen for some time
past that after a general discussion on the
vate an hon. membher is allowed to move a
reduction in the vote, and if that is nega-
tived or carried. then dizeussion is allowed
nn the items. There s a tendency to com-.
fuse itett aud vote, and T submit members
are auite right in stating that after an item
has been ddisenssed and dealt with, no pre-
ceding iten ean he discussed.

Hon. T. Walker: That is sound.

Mr, Troy: Bnt, nakappily, whether it be
common schse or othorwise, the manual of the
ffouse of Commons from which yon, Ar.
Speaker. have quoted. sets out pretty clearly
tl:at after a cuestion has heen proposed
from the Chair for a reduction of the whole
vofe, no motion may be made for omitting
er reducing anv item, [ was prepared to
qiestion the ruling of the Chairman ¢f Com-
mitteas, hut when T remembered that para-
crarh in the House of Commons mannal mv
calewlations were upset. [ have traversed
the matter further in *‘Mav,'' and T find
the following reference to it in “May,'* 10th
Tiddition, page 582:—

The form of amendment hitherto con-
sjdera? is te obhtain a reduction of the

a further
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total grant proposed from the Chair. Tol-
lowing the like method of procedure, a mo-
tion for a grant can be dealt with, in de-
tail, by proposals to omit or to reduce tbe
items of expenditure which compose the
grant, in the manner prescribed by the
following rules, which were, on the 9th

February, 1838, and the 25th April, 1868,

adopted by the 1House: ‘*That when a

motion is made, in Committee of Supply,

to omit or reduce any item of a vote, a

tjuestion shall be proposed from the Chair

for omitting or reducing sueh item ac-
cordingly; and members shall speak to
such question only, until it has been dis-
posed of. That when several motions are
offered, they shall he taken in the order
in which the items to which they rclate
appear in the priited Estimates. That
after a question has been proposed from
the Chair for omitting or reducing any
item, no motion shall be made, or (cbate
allowed, upon any preceding item.  That
when it has been proposed to omit or re-
«luge items in a2 vote, the question shall
be afterwards put upon the original vote,
or upon the reduced vote, ax the case may
be. That after 2 question has been pro-
posed from the Chair for a veduetion of
the whole vote, noe motion shall be made
for omitting or reducing any item.!’
T admit that according ta those conclugions
the attitude which you, Ar. Speaker, have
taken np is egrreet.  But it follows, in con-
sequencee, that what should have heen done
in the first instance—and T am surprigsed
that the Chairman of Committees did not
adopt this course—was to make members
aware of the true position, te make them
aware that the Chairman proposed to depart
from the custom hitherto obtaining in this
House. That departure from custom has
hrought ahout this confliet., The member
for Pilbara moved the reduction of the vote,
knowing the position; but members were not
warned.

Mr, Speaker: The member for Pilbhara
perhapa conveyed te the Touse more than
was intended. The matter was only casually
referred to, with the officers.

Mr. Troy: The member for Pilbara ad-
dressed himself to the officers of the Housc
regarding where he stood, and he was there-
fore well aware that the procedure now
adopted by the Chairman of Committees and
by yourself, Bir, was to be adopted. BRut
that attitnde is in conflict with what has
heen the prrocedure hitherto in this House.

Hon. T. Waltker: Bnt we have adopted
another custom, to which that does net ap-
plv.

Mr. Troy: The anthorities lay down
that the items must be dealt with first, and
that when the items have heen passed or
deleted or reduced, the vote is dealt with. T
have no objection to this House determining
its own methods of buriness or procedure;
but in justice to the Chair T have to point
out that the Chair has ruled in accordance
with the authorities. Ro far as this parti-

-
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cular vote is coucerned, I think it is im-
material whether we discuss the items first
and the vote afterwards, or the vote first
and the items afterwards. It has been ruled,
bhowever, that if we pass over the vote.now,
we cannot discuss the items. The procedure
should have been to discuss the items first,
and then the vote.  The confusion which
has arisen would have been avoided had the
Houre been advised in the first instanee of
the procedure to be followed. That is whore
the trouble came in, I want to diseuss the
vote; and if I vote against your ruling, Sir,
it will not be because I disagree with it, but
Lecause T want that custom followed which
has been adopted in this Touce for some
time past.

The Minister for Mines: I support
veur ruling, Mr. Speaker, hecaunse [ consider
that it is in accordance with the Standing
Orders. But if our Standing Orders are per-
mitted to remain as they now are, a very
peculiar and undesirable position might
arise. Suppose a Minister comes along with
a vote in which there is an item that he does
not want diseussed. - Then he ean put up
a member on the Government side of the
House to immediately enter into & general
disenssion. That member starts a general
discussion, and concludes by moving to re-
duce, the total of the vote. That motion
must under our Standing Orders be stated
from the Chair,

Hon. T. Walker:
(rder?

The Minister for Mines:
graph (i.) of Standing Order
reads—

When a motion is made in Committee
of Supply to omit or reduce any item of
a vote, 2 question shall be proposed from
the Chair for omitting or redncing such
item accordingly; and members  shall
gpeak fo sueh question only, until it has
hepn disposed of.

That is elear enough English.

Hon. T. Walker: Bnt that refers to an
item.

The Minister for Mines:- This is held to be
an item.

Mr. Speaker: No.
confusing an item with a vote.
vole under diseussion, not an item.

The Minister for Mines: Then T take it
the member for Pilbara cannot move his
amendment at this stage. TUpon the ecomple-
tion of his speech on the vote generally, he
moved to reduce the total of the vote. That
having once heen done, the motion is in the
possession of the Committee; and once the
motion is in the possession of the Commit-
tee, it cannot be withdrawn exeept by the
manimous ronsent of all members in  the
Chamber. Then all that need be done by
a Minister desirong of burking disenssion is
te object to the withdrawnal of fhe motion.
Probably a Minister wonld not bhe per-
mifted to use that stratagem a second time:
bLut there is a possibility of its being availed
of once under the Standing Orilers as they

Tnder which Standing

Tader
286,

para-
which

Thr hon. member is
This is a
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are now,

a position

desires.
Hon, T.

So the House might find itself in
which 1 do not think anyoue

Walker: But we have adopted a
new progedure, 1o not forget that.

The Minister for Mines: Where our
Standing Orders are silent, the praetice of
the House of Commons shali prevail. But
what has been guoted deals prineipally with
the question of general discussion, and as
to how often a member can speak in general
discussion. Members cannot get away from
the fact that where our Stunding Orders ave
gilent, the practice of the House of Com-
mons prevails. Tf that is so, therc can be
no question regarding the present position.

Mr. Speaker: There can be no doubt but
that the rulings are correct. lIn addition to
the Standing Orders, May and Ilbert and
all I'arliamentary practice snpport the atti-
tude taken up by the Chairman of Commit-
tees and by myseld. Members are somewhat
led away by a custom which has grown up
here and that eustom eannot he borne out.
The point apparently emphasises the desire
of members who may feel strongly that
therc is a necessity for an alteration in the
Standing Orders. There is no necessity for
the establishment of a precedent. If the
House is anxious to have the matter dealt
with, there is a Standing Orders Committee
in existence.
is contrary fo the Stavding Orders and to
Parliamentary practice and debate matters
in Committee of Supply as suggested, the
position ¢an be quite easily got over.

The Premier: Let us do that first.

Mr. Speaker: I am entirely in the hands
of the House. T am here to interpret the
rules and Standing Orders as I find them.
Perhaps if the matter were left in my hands,
I could make the position more clear so that
members would nat look upen it as without
common sense,

Question put and a divigion faken —ith
the foliowing result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 17
Majority against . 4
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Robinson
Mr. Chesson Mr. Thomsco
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jones Mr. Walker
Mr. Money Mr. Willcock:
Mr. Mullany Mr, Smith
Mr. Pilkington (Teiler.)
NoEa.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr. Mlitcheld
Mr. Brown Mr. Plckering
Mr. Davies Mr. Scaddan
AMr. Draper Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. Teesdale
Mr. George Mr. Troy
Mr, Harrison . Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hickmoit | [Teiter.)

If members desire to do what.

[COUNCIL.]

Question thus negatived,
Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—COUNCIL'S AMEND-
MENTS,
1. Coroners.
2. Building Societies.
Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

House adjowrned at 11.20 p.m.

Legislative Council,
IWednesday, 3rd November, 1920,
PaGE
Leave of nbsence 1384
Return : Karri foresis 1384
Bill: Public Serviee Appeal Board n-. Com. 1385

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
1~m., and read prayers.

’ LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. W. Hickey leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted to
Hon. . Moore (Central) en the ground of
nrgent private business.

RETURN—KARRI FORESTS.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.35]:
T move—

That there he laid uwpon the Table of
the House a return showing: 1, The area
of karri forest within the State. 2, Lo-
eality of same. 3, acreage already ent
over. 4, Acercage of cut-over land (a) set
apart for agriewlture, (b) heing depart-
mentally reforested, {¢) being naturally re-
forested. 5, Estimated quantity in tons
of saplings hetween the ages of six and
ten yeara now procurable in cut-over langd:
estimated quantity unider six years. 6,
Value per ton (2,2401bs.) of sawn merchant-
ahle karri f.o.r. milL

My ohject in asking for this information is
that an attempt is being made to manufae-
ture paper in this State, and karri saplings
is a suitable material for the purpose.
Whether or net we can cmbark on the in-
dustry in this State depends on the quantity
of karri saplings available. Before the



